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Area Commissioners’ Message 

We have gotten so much pleasure in reading over your reports and are absolutely amazed and proud at all you have done!  

Area assisted with enabling: 

48 Brownies to participate in WOWZA to give girls an opportunity to explore science 

15 SOAR patrols to practice their camp skills at pre-SOAR and then 20.5 patrols to attend SOAR in Smithers 

58 Pathfinders discovered their Inner Voyageur at Discovery Camp 

112 Brownies attended Brownie Camp Skills Day at Milnes Landing 

Look at the places we visited and activities that we did! Perhaps there is an idea here for your unit! Bug Zoo, bowling alley, 
local museums and cultural centres, mini-golf, Butchart Gardens, Wild Play, Victoria Grizzlies and Royals hockey games, 
International Rugby Event, The BC Aviation Museum, Coast Helicopters, Pacific Sky Aviation, Millstream Miniature Llama 
Farm, RCMP station, Shaw Discovery Centre, Saanich Centennial Library, Swan Lake, Science World, Observatory, 
Buccaneer Days, Hands Across the Border, Camp Skills Day, Brentwood Bay Days, geocaching, sea kayaking, biking, 
canoeing, swimming, hiking, frisbee golf, and rock climbing. 

Here are the services we provided in 2017: We picked up trash from the beaches and parks in our communities (and some 
of us re-used it in our artwork). We put together kits and collected items for the Women’s Transition house, Compassionate 
Warehouse, Frederic Ozanam Society, Best Babies Prenatal Program, I Love First Peoples Project, Extreme Outreach, 
SPCA and Our Place. We hiked for hunger and had other food drives. We bashed broom and ran a water station at a 10K 
run. We sang, gave treats and lap quilts for Seniors and gave Valentine’s to Vets. We attended Remembrance Day and 
Vimy Ridge services and planted trees at Swan Lake. We helped out at the Baby Fair and Metchosin Apple Festival and 
served tea at the Metchosin Days and Special Needs Day.  

We camped close to home; Jubilee, Kingswood, Bowker Hall, Guide House, Milnes, Camp Barnard, Goldstream Provincial 
Park and Caleb Pike Heritage House and also further away; Tofino, Camp Creina, Sidney Spit, Camp Woodlands and two 
groups went to Galiano and Salt Spring Islands.  

Many districts/units visited Kusafiri during Thinking Day activities and our fifth World Centre was also an International theme 
for International Night at Guide House. 

We were particularly delighted to see the number of challenges completed, over and above regular program. It would be 
easier to say that you have done a lot and leave it at that, but the list is so impressive—Mighty Minds, BC Photo, Guiding 
Remembers, Geocaching, World Centre Challenges, Colour Me Healthy, Action on Poverty, Cybercitizen, Be You, BC 
Camping /Sleepover, Zoe’s Trek, Alien Invaders, Say No to Violence, Nova Scotia Cookie Challenge, Girls for Safer 
Communities, 100km hiking Challenge, Watershed Warden and Girls Go North Territorial Challenge. As you can see, 
groups are expanding the challenges and looking beyond our Area and our Province.  

Please take a few minutes to read through these reports yourselves, to share in the 
accomplishments of others and perhaps to spark a new idea for your own district or unit! 

As we come to the end of our term, we would like to thank you all for your friendship and 
camaraderie over the past two and half years. We have enjoyed getting to know so many 
of you. We have learned so much and kindled many lasting relationships. Did you know 
you can talk to two people at the same time on your phone line? That was the first thing we 
learned when we took this job on—it has been so convenient and time saving! You have 
allowed us to share in your Guiding and, sometimes, personal lives. We have had the 
privilege to witness your successes and to also offer support during times of trial. Thank 
you for your gift of time to Guiding and for providing girls with the building blocks that allow 
them to be everything they can be. 

It has been so interesting for us to see Guiding from other perspectives. Our new view of 
the really big picture of Guiding has truly helped us to understand why Guiding sometimes 
does things that we, down at the grassroots level, don’t always understand. We encourage 
all of you to consider taking on roles within Guiding that can give you this perspective—it is 
an eye-opening experience. 
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As of this writing, Province has sent out a second call for nominations for the new Area Commissioner(s). Please take time 
to consider yourself or someone else to take over this role. There may be a person or two that you could envision yourself 
working with. This partnership arrangement does not have to be Guiders from your own district. This position does have its 
challenges, but also has an abundance of rewards!  

 

Adrienne, Wendy and Gillian 

Co-Commissioners 

Encourage, lift and strengthen one another. 
For the positive energy spread to one will be felt by us all.  

For we are connected one and all. 

Deborah Day 

SVI Area Membership 

 2016–2017 2017–2018 
Girls (5–15 yrs) 1,271 1,251 
Rangers/Transitioning 48 52 
Adults 292 310 
Total Membership 1,692 1,698 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Council District Commissioners 
Adrienne Blandford 
Wendy Halpen 
Gillian Hurwood 

Area Co-Commissioners Rebecca Hof (from April) Bay to Bay 
Harla Batinovic (to April) 
Paula Crotty (from April) 

Camas 
 

Carol Gevers Treasurer Neala St. Hilaire (to June) 
Brandi Newton (from October) 

Chatham 
Eva Herbert (to June) Secretary  
Daphne MacGregor-Greer Awards Jill Wark 

Becky Sutherland 
Harbours 

Araina Golding Camping  
Sheilagh Finnigan Properties Kelly Parkin Lakes 
Carol Gamey iMIS Michelle Winsor 

Susan Christman 
Pacific Skies 

Vacant Membership Carol Whitehouse Peninsula Shores 
Denise Howden International Sheryl Roodenburg Portage Inlet 
Meaghan Playle (from June) Program Linda Funk 

Sarah Sterry 
Raven 

Cassandra Herbert Public Relations  
Sherry Fortais (to June) 
Jenn Haines / Jacky Stevens 
(from June) 

Training Meaghan Playle (to June) 
Eva Herbert (from June) 

Straits 

 Sharon Lohr Woodwyn 
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Awards 

The SVI Area Canada Cord, Chief Commissioner’s Gold, and Commonwealth Award recognition ceremony for girls 
completing their awards in the 2016–2017 Guiding year was held on October 16, 2017 at Olympic View Golf Club. Greetings 
and congratulations were sent to the ceremony by the Provincial Commissioner team, who congratulated the girls on their 
achievements. The Canada Cord and Chief Commissioner’s award recipients each told of their special experiences gained 
through Guiding. The girls who earned their Commonwealth Awards gave a brief presentation on what they had learned 
about their chosen country. 

Canada Cord Recipients Chief Commissioner’s Gold Award Recipients 

Kimberly Aerts Emily Berrington Sophie Cheng Angela Chou 
Carrie Betts Mollie Cheng Shae-Linn Davies Mattingly Duddridge 
Savannah Christman Jessica Connelly Laura Fraser Emma Jackson 
Olivia Davidson Sarah Duckett Alicia McCue Rachel Spencer 
Annabelle Fieltsch Arianna Goluza Taewyn St. Hilaire Miriam Sutherland 
Kiersten Halase Alexandra Hartig   
Tessa Brown Jones Beth Kenmare Commonwealth Award Recipients 
Elaysia Leddy Emma Lesiuk Carrie Betts Olivia Davidson 
Lena Pimlott Cassidy Porter Jennifer Forster April Funk 
Caitlin Spivey Silke Staffeldt-Jost Celina Lessard Lily Steffler 
Shannon Stewart Mhina St. Hilaire Katie Van Oort  
Olina Trelford Katie Van Oort   
Amelia Wells Carly Young   
Suixin Zhang    

 

The SVI Education Award was presented to Mattingly Duddridge (Harbours and Lakes Districts). 

The Jean Goulson Memorial Education Award was not awarded in 2017. 

SVI Area presents membership pins to Guiders for 20 years service and over.  

These Guiders were recognized throughout 2017. 

20 Years 25 Years 45 Years 
Cynthia Craig Sandra Budden Pat Carr 
Leslie Daigle Sharon Lohr Daphne MacGregor-Greer 
Catherine DeGroot Sara St. Michel Heather Nicol 
Lori Denman  Carolyn Pennell 
Danita Duguay 30 Years  
Stephanie Flood Helen Kirk 60 Years 
Eva Herbert Vreny Mathis Rie Van Der Veen 
Gillian Hurwood   
Catherine LeBlanc 35 Years 65 Years 
Pam Luco Deborah Buckle Karen Borden 
Lesley Ruzicka Laureen Dye  
Sarah Wilford Ann Friesen 70 Years 
Susan Zedel Wendy Kluge Sue Johnson 
 Sheryl Roodenburg  
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The following awards were presented in 2017 for special service to Girl Guides of Canada, Southern Vancouver Island Area 

Gold Thanks Pin Silver Merit Award SVI Area “Spirit of Hilda Leighton” Award 
Elizabeth Bennett Patricia Handy Sharon Doty 
Tara Bussanich Merlane Quon Sheilagh Finnigan 
Nancy Fischer Neala St. Hilaire Mary Porterfield 
Gwyneth Herperger   
Pam Luco Gold Merit Award Book of Honour 
Peggy Morfitt Adrienne Blandford Jeannie Cosgrove 
Pat Sinnott Gillian Hurwood  
Kate Wood   
 BC Guider Appreciation Award  
Commissioner Award Linda Callander  
Harla Batinovic Sherry Fortais  
Meaghan Playle Tamara Fraser  
Neala St. Hilaire   

 

All Guiders in SVI Area are thanked for their ongoing dedication and service for helping to make Girl Greatness a reality. 

 

Daphne MacGregor-Greer 

Awards Adviser 
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Camping 

2017 was an adventurous Camping year with SOAR, Area Camping/Events! 

Capital Iron Guiding Shopping Event April 7, 2017 

• Evening of discount prices and extra savings at the checkout for Guiding members and their families. SOAR Patrols 
topped up their personal gear and equipment with compression bags, backpacks, sleeping bags and tents.  

• Spring Classic Cookies presented to the Capital Iron staff. 

Brownie WOWZA May 5, 2017 at Sidney Guide Hall 

• 48 Brownies participated in round robin activities with Brownies in lab 
coats and safety goggles making “slime”, peering through 
microscopes for tiny treasures and making “magical milk” 

• Human Biology (Lend a Hand)—making a moveable hand that could 
make the Brownie sign handshake 

• Ocean Science—listening to whale sounds, a turtle craft, a game of 
ocean animal cards 

• Force and Motion—making miniature catapults and launching mini 
marshmallows 

• Food Science—rainbow M&Ms, mystery of balloon blowing with 
baking soda/vinegar  

• Campfire closing and participants receiving their WOWZA crest 

A special thank you to our WOWZA Team—Anne Gardam, Rebecca Hoff, Barbara Kerr, Carol Gamey, 
Sharon Lohr, Darcy Wyllie  

Program Leaders and Assistants—Rebecca Hoff, Susan Plato-McLean, Jay Smith-Newman, Linda Funk, 
Tamara Fraser, Alyssa Fraser, Laureen Dye, Cheyenne Duguay, the Sidney Guide and Scout Hall 

Area Pre-SOAR Camp May 26-28, 2017 at Jubilee Camp 

• 1st Victoria Trefoil Guild hosted the weekend with over 15 SOAR Patrols attending in a round robin of activities… 
preparing girls and leaders for a week-long adventure July 22-29, 2017 in Smithers, BC 

A “Guiding Thank You Bouquet” to our 1st Victoria Trefoil Guild and their program assistants for 
organizing a ‘Mini SOAR’ experience for our Patrols 

 

Pathfinders “Discover Your Inner Voyageur” Oct 13–15, 2017 at Camp 
Jubilee 

• 58 Pathfinders, 10 Guiders with special guests Cassandra Herbert—Area 
PR, Theresa Leask—Trex Guider and the Malahat Marauders dressed in 
buckskin attire, who demonstrated black powder muzzle loading rifles and 
tomahawk throwing 

• Weekend activities included cooking bannock over the fire, how to pack 
and wear a backpack, building shelters, interviews with Cassandra making 
a video “What makes Girl Guides so Great in SVI”, evening campfire and 
night games 

• Camp closing/reflections participants receiving their “Canada 150 
Guiding” crest 

A special thank you to Erlene Amero, Darcy Wyllie, Donna Cavan, Tracy McLeish-Schmidt,  
Cassandra Herbert and Theresa Leask for a weekend of adventure 
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Brownie Camp Skills Day Oct 15, 2017 at Milnes Landing Camp 

• 112 Brownies and 20 leaders participated in a round robin 
of activities: fire lighting, hat craft, compass game, nature 
trail, un-nature trail, packing for camp and campfire 
closing with participants receiving their Area Camp Skills 
crest 

A special thank you to Barb Kerr for organizing Brownie 
Skills Day and program assistants Denise Howden, 
Linda Callander, Kay Smith, Kathleen Stevens and 

Nicola Turner 

 

Araina Golding 

Camping Adviser 
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iMIS 

2017 was a year of adjustment, as the new management structure was implemented in June. iMIS Support now falls under 
the purview of Area Council’s Membership Adviser position which remained vacant for the calendar year. The Awards 
Adviser and Member Support are similarly placed.  
More and more of the record inputting is now being handled by staff at the provincial office, and this year a new position 
was created just to deal with screening issues and Police Record Checks. To familiarize Commissioners and Guiders with 
the ever-changing responsibilities and protocols, a SVI Commissioner’s Guide to iMIS was created and distributed to all 
district and area commissioners. A companion SVI Guider’s Guide to iMIS was published in the Winter 2017 edition of The 
Lamplighter. Both will be updated on an ongoing basis.  
Online girl registration rolled out fairly smoothly in April and there was no server crash, likely due to the staggering of the 
launch dates across the country. By the third week of May, almost 520 girls had pre-registered in SVI, and with just a few 
weeks to go before registration was opened up to the public, seven units were already close to or at capacity, and nine girls 
were on a waitlist. On the eve of the first count held at the end of November, 41 units were either close to or at capacity, 
with waitlists for an additional seven. One priority for the spring is to strongly encourage the parents of returning girls to re-
register at their earliest opportunity to guarantee their daughter a spot, even if they have concerns that plans or 
circumstances may change. There is a refund policy in place, and, although it is unfortunate when those who wish to join 
Guiding for the first time are waitlisted, it is heartbreaking when a girl who wants to rejoin her unit cannot do so because it 
was already full by the time that decision was made. 
The percentage of paper registrations continues to fall, from 7.6% last year to 5.1%, as more and more parents become 
comfortable with the online registration process. 
Although the numbers change daily, in a year over year comparison with the 2016–2017 count, our girl and youth numbers 
were down ever so slightly, from 1,319 to 1,303 but our adult members increased to just under 400, up from 373, so we 
have still been able to “Grow Guiding” in SVI. Chatham remains by far the largest district with 220 girls and adult members, 
followed by Portage Inlet, Bay to Bay and Straits in an almost dead heat with 170, 168 and 164 members respectively, with 
Harbours, Pacific Skies and Raven nipping at their heels.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those Guiders who kindly agreed to increase their unit maximums to let in both 
waitlisted girls, and those who had registered in units that were forced to close because of a shortage of leaders. At its peak 
the waitlist had over 35 names, but due to your generosity and Guiding spirit, by year’s end that number had been whittled 
down to 15. And in closing, a huge round of applause to Kay Smith, Member Support, who worked so tirelessly in the fall, 
contacting families and trying to ensure that as many girls who wanted to join Guiding in SVI had that opportunity. 

Carol Gamey 

iMIS Support 

International 

At the Area Day in February, International Adviser attended and ran a session on the World Centres and World Centre 
themed activities to do with girls as well as sharing some new information for Kusafiri. 
The Tetley Tea Tent at the Oak Bay Tea Party is an annual Girl Guide fundraiser and is normally run by girls who are 
travelling internationally, who then receive the fundraised money. In 2017 no girls were travelling through sponsored trips, 
so Pathfinders and Rangers came and volunteered to serve tea, along with great supporting guiders from the area. Proceeds 
were set aside to help fund International Committee funds in the remainder of 2017 and early 2018. Those events were 
used to raise funds for CWFF. 
At the Guide House 50th Anniversary Open House the International Committee put their serving experience to work helping 
with the tea.  
For the second year in a row, International Night at Guide House was a packed event. Program activities geared for the 
Guide and Pathfinder program were presented and the girls enjoyed pizza while learning all about Provincially and Nationally 
sponsored trips. 

Denise Howden 

International Adviser 
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Properties 

It has been a dynamic year of our SVI properties team with a number of 
changes to how your properties are organized and used. SVI Area has five 
properties it is responsible for and each is unique and you are fortunate that 
some forward-thinking women in the 1950s and 60s worked to obtain these 
property for our benefit. 

Kingswood focused on the lodge this year to make it more 
comfortable and reduce heating costs. We replaced the 
single pane windows with double pane ones and insulated 
the building throughout. Our previous caretakers moved to 
Saltspring Island and we welcomed Amy Grant and Russell 
Munday to oversee the property and help campers as 

needed. April was our camp cleanup with a record attendance. Lots of work 
was accomplished and many families were introduced to our magnificent 
property.  

Following a building inspection, we made a number of plumbing repairs and started work on the list of tasks ahead of us.  

Beautiful new engraved wood signs were made by a volunteer and enhance the camp. The long-awaited canoe shed was 
constructed with much volunteer labour. Thanks to Susan Zedel for her many connections in the community to help make 
these improvements at a reduced cost. 

Milnes has also had some significant changes this past year. The lower cabin finally got some of the attention 
it deserves with a new propane stove and a gorgeous metal roof! Our committee chair Barb Kerr did some 
painting to the kitchen area of the upper lodge. Usage of the upper cabin has been good, and now the lower 
cabin has had these upgrades done, we hope more groups will want to stay in our lovely cabin overlooking 
the Sooke River.  

Jubilee has also had some major work done. Following the bridge washout that took place in November 
2015, Teresa Howden and Sandy Hulko managed the new bridge construction. Lots of debris remained to 
be cleared and deferred maintenance to do, that a dedicated group of volunteers undertook. This year was 
a SOAR year and we needed to prepare the site for the pre-SOAR camp. The pre-SOAR camp was the 
largest camp held at the site, but Discovery camp also offers a great opportunity for Pathfinders to enjoy the 
camp. 

Bowker Hall had a thorough cleanup and purge of many years of accumulated treasures. Chatham District 
uses the hall for weekly meetings and it is still a favoured sleepover spot for visits to the firehall. 

 

 

A new camp subsidy form is now online and hopefully will streamline the 
process for Guiders. Our camps are your camps—we encourage you to 
use them. 
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We welcome any interested Guiding members or members of the community to 
join our camp committees and continue improving our properties for years to 
come. 

Sheilagh Finnigan 

Properties Chairperson 
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Public Relations 

2017 was another great year for PR in SVI! 

The Area Facebook page continues to gain followers each week, increasing our reach in Victoria. This has proven to be a 
great way for people to interact with us, whether it is someone looking for cookies, or for registration information. Several 
units have also made pen pals with units around the world from requests that have come in through the page. 

Back in February, we had another successful night at the Victoria Royals hockey game. We sold over 17 cases of cookies 
before/after the game and during intermissions. We also had girls go out into the crowd during a break in play with the 
Royals promo team to throw boxes of cookies into the crowd—which was loved, of course! This continues to be a great 
event each year! 

We were invited to the Bay Street Armory for the Vimy Ridge 100th Anniversary event in April. We had a group of girls in 
vintage uniforms serving tea for the day. We got so many comments about how great the girls were and how amazing the 
old uniforms were. We also had a booth to hand out PR materials and talk with the public. We made many great community 
connections here. They also gave an opportunity for a SOAR group to have a fundraiser concession outside. 

We participated, again, in the Victoria Pride Festival, which always proves to be an excellent event. Each year we hear 
countless comments about how happy people are to see us there, and how pleased they are that Girl Guides of Canada 
has come out with the inclusivity statement. This event continues to be a great place to get ourselves out in the community 
and make lots of community connections. 

For the Fall cookie campaign, each unit in the area was provided an envelope of PR supplies to have on hand for their 
cookie sales. PR materials are a great way to send Guiding home with someone, in a way that will last longer than a box of 
cookies (though maybe not as tasty as a box of cookies). Also, in the fall cookie campaign, KiSS FM broadcasted with a 
unit each day of cookie blitz weekend to promote our sales! 

After Girl Guides of Canada released the study about gender equality, Chek News approached us for an interview. We were 
represented in a nearly four-minute-long interview on the Sunday 6:00 pm news! We received a lot of great positive feedback 
from the results of the national survey publicized in this interview. 

I also had the pleasure of being invited to Discovery Camp in the fall to run a session about making community connections. 
Girls were encouraged to think of all the ways that they could spread word about Guiding. During this session, we also 
recorded video pieces of girls saying what they liked about being in Girl Guides. This was compiled into a promotional video, 
which has been shared online and at BC Council. Hearing what the girls had to say was so heartwarming and it was amazing 
to see girls that seemed shy during the discussion come out of their shell for the camera to share what they love about Girl 
Guides. 

Cassandra Herbert 

Public Relations Adviser 
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Training 

It has been an exciting year for the SVI Training committee. Thanks to the feedback from Guiders all around SVI we have 
been able to try new things and turn-out at trainings was up! If you have never attended a training or it has been a while, 
please come out and join us. It is amazing how much you can learn and bring to the table when you meet a new group of 
Guiders. 

If you have attended trainings and enjoyed them, please encourage your fellow Guiders to sign up! Our wonderful group of 
Trainers need participants to be able to consistently run the sessions Guiders are asking for.  

Our team consists of Araina Golding, Brenda Fraser, Chloe Faught, Jacky Stevens, Marsha Richie, Nancy Fisher, Sheila 
Fowler, and myself. We are actively looking for new members to join the training team, so please reach out to us if you are 
interested or know someone who would be a great Trainer. 

Trainings offered in 2017 included: 

• Safe Guide—28 participants 

• New Guider Bootcamp—12 participants 

• New Guider Training—15 participants 

• OAL Basic—13 participants 

• OAL Residential (Jan and Nov)—20 participants 

• OAL Tenting—13 participants 

• Treasurer Trainings—13+ participants 

Jenn Haines 

Training Adviser 
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Website 

The SVI Area website continues to be a major 
connection point for Guiders and parents in the Victoria 
area. This year, the Webmaster duties were shared 
between two people which meant changes could be 
done quickly and also, two heads are always better than 
one. 

• During the year, there were almost 9,000 hits 
on the website for an average of 735 hits per 
month. The busiest time of the year for hits 
was September. The busiest months for 
updates were January and September. 
Google Keywords which are imbedded in 
each page helps our users to quickly find the 
right page on the site from their search 
engine.  

• Several revisions this year, included the 
addition of the Google calendar for events in 
SVI area. This change means users can 
move easily between months rather than 
opening a new document for each month. Events can also be tagged with more information. Since we are relying 
on a third-party application, sometimes, the calendar is not available. 

• A new page under GUIDING IN SVI was created to house the Area Administrative Documents such as Area 
Procedures, Terms of Reference, and Responsibilities and Communication for Districts and Committees. 

• On the CAMPING VENUE pages, the change to the Camp Availability information via an Excel spreadsheet 
worked so well last year, more changes were implemented. A new booking form was introduced so Guiders could 
send a request directly to the Camp Booker without needing to save a document to their computer. Also, a 
Contact Form allows bookers to ask questions directly to the Camp Booking person about their request. 

• We’ve added a Supporters page in GUIDING IN SVI to acknowledge the financial and “in kind” support received 
from community members. Thank you to all those companies and individuals who contributed to Girl Guides of 
Canada during the year. 

• New Rent Subsidy forms (a separate form for each camp) are now available on the website under CAMPING 
VENUES. These new forms should make it easier for SVI Guiders to request a bed subsidy for their unit after 
camping at an SVI Area campsite. 

• The photos in the GALLERY on the GUIDING IN SVI main page were updated with some photos of SVI Area 
members who attended SOAR 2017 in Smithers this summer. A new video featuring SVI girls was also added. 

• SVI Area pays for the use of our domain (www.svigirlguides.ca) and the WIX platform for editing the material.  

Jeannie Cosgrove | Sara Kissinger 

Webmasters 
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Bay to Bay District 

 

 

Highlights of 2017 

• We held camps at Jubilee, Sidney Spit and Kingswood, and Christmas 
sleepovers at Bowker Hall and McKevitt Lodge. Themes included Harry 
Potter, Adventure, and Science. We did the Hug-A-Tree and Survive 
programs 

• Elizabeth May attended one of our unit meetings in the spring of 2017. She 
spoke to us about her position in politics and offered the girls an engaging 
perspective as a woman in community leadership 

• Four of our Guides and one Guider were selected as a patrol to attend the 
GUEST weekend science camp at University of Victoria in May 

• One girl and leader attended the Oceans Aware event at St. Margaret's 

• One girl completed her Lady Baden-Powell Challenge this year 

• Two units visited the Galiano Conservancy Millard Learning Centre to learn 
about forestry and complete the YUNGA challenge 

• Eight girls and one leader attended the Brownie WOWZA event 

• We picked up trash from the beach at Cattle Point and Re-Used it in our artwork 

• Hike for hunger 

• Participated in District Thinking Day 

• Three patrols went to pre-SOAR at Jubilee and SOAR 2018 in Smithers 

• Pathfinders organized a Halloween Party for Guides and Brownies 

• The 4th Bay to Bay Guides organized the 5th annual Halloween party for the Sparks 

• Ordered 480 cases of spring cookies, Blitz held at Starbucks at Broadmead 

• Ordered 320 cases of fall cookies, our units had much higher enrollment than expected so all cookies went to units 
and no blitz was held\ 

Bay to Bay District Supports Our Community 

• Remembrance Day ceremony at the Saanich 
Cenotaph 

• Visited the Victorian seniors’ residence 

• Marched in the Santa Claus Parade with the Crime 
Stoppers float and handed out promotional 
materials for Crime Stoppers 

• In December we visited and toured The Butchart 
Gardens to see the Christmas lights display 

• Sang Christmas carols for the residents at 
Broadmead Lodge 

• We went to the Truck Parade during our sleepover 
and donated food 
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• We collected and shopped for items to make up kits for the Women’s 
Transition house 

• We went to “4 CATS Studio” to do pottery with the girls at the end of June 

• We also attended “Pumpkin Art” in Oak Bay for Halloween and supported the 
Kiwanis 

• We visited the Saanich Fire Hall to earn our Fire Safety badge 

• We visited a local farm, learning how to grow organic, hydroponic greens 

• As we completed the 100 km hiking challenge, we also combined one of our 
hikes to complete the hike for hunger. One unit made a substantial food 
donation to a local food bank 

Managing the District 

• Becky Hof took on the role of District Commissioner. We ran 
without a treasurer for several months until Deb Buckle took on 
the role of Treasurer 

• We are thrilled to welcome Sherry Fortais and Tia McDonald 
back to the district as district guiders and special event 
planners 

• Started up the 4th Bay to Bay Trex unit with the plan to have 
girls complete the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

• Was challenging for Unit Treasurers to keep current, but our 
Treasurer Deb Buckle has helped our units get into better 
financial shape 

• Changes in Leaders—goodbye and THANK YOU to Deanna 
Rivers our out-going treasurer, 4th Bay to Bay Sparks Kat 
Doherty, Aliya Khan, and Veronica Wilson (finished university 
and moved to other cities for amazing career opportunities) 

• We have MANY girl members who helped Units (three pathfinders help with the 4th Bay to Bay Brownies and one 
Trex helps with the 4th Bay to Bay Guides) 

• Many B2B Guiders helped as Core Staff for SOAR 

• Two leaders were organizers and leaders at Brownie WOWZA 

The biggest thanks to all our Leaders and Unit Assistants—you are the heart and soul of Girl Guiding, 
giving your time, energy and skills to our girls. 

Training 

• All Units received Treasurer Training 

 

Rebecca Hof 

District Commissioner 
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Chatham District 

As of the fall of 2017, we had 176 girls involved in two Sparks units, two Brownie units, three Guide units, one Pathfinder 
unit and one Ranger unit. There were 45 Unit Guiders and 5 District Guiders registered along with many unit assistants 
including unit treasurers. 

We had many new Guiders this year (12 starting in the fall and 4 additional Guiders by the end of 2017) and numerous new 
unit treasurers, so training in 2017 was focussed on Safe Guide and Financial Training 

Our twice a year cookie blitzes on Oak Bay Avenue are very popular and sell a lot of cookies for our District. A big thanks 
to Daphne for all her help with ordering the cookies and delivering them to our units.  

All units in Chatham had at least an overnight event. Our SOAR contingent was made up of 12 Guides and Pathfinders and 
three Guiders. Camping took place at Bowker Hall, Milnes Landing, Kingswood and Camp Barnard. Themes included basic 
camp skills (fire starters, bedrolls and rain testing), Halloween, going Wild in the Jungle, Active Living and Percy Jackson 
(Greek). A terrific time was had by all. 

Chatham District was very active in service—28th Guides participated in the annual Broom Bash at Uplands Park, 
completing 2.5 hours of environmental service; 4th Guides volunteer at Fernwood Community Centre and creating birthday 
boxes for the food bank. Rangers completed some clean up at Kingswood Camp and several Units combined to sing at 
Oak Bay Lodge on two occasions. 

Brandi Newton  

District Commissioner 
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Harbours District 

 

In 2017 girls in Harbours district participated in community events, 
did lots of camping within SVI (and beyond!), earned awards, sold 
cookies, and had lots of fun. We had two Spark units, two Brownie 
units, two Guide Units, one Pathfinder unit, and one Ranger unit. 
We had over 100 girls plus about 25 Leaders and Unit Assistants. 
Our Guiders were busy executing wonderful programming and 
events for Harbours. 

Camping and Field Trips 

Every unit in Harbours took their girls camping to a variety of 
locations throughout SVI and beyond. Sparks campers became 
jungle animals, cowgirls, and astronauts. Our Brownies became 
chefs and many of our brownies experienced tent camping for the 
first time. The Guides camped at Bowker Hall, Camp Jubilee, Kingswood, and even a trip to Galiano Island. Our Pathfinders 
camped at Kingswood, Milnes Landing, Salt Spring Island, Tofino and Bowker Hall. This year while camping, Harbours 
district girls experienced canoeing, surfing, hiking, rock climbing, learned new cooking and camping skills, and completed 
badge work. As well, each of our units participated in the District Camp at Camp Barnard in June, which had a “Mad Science” 
theme! We love to camp in Harbours! 

Many girls participated in SVI Area events including Science Guide camp at 
UVIC, WOWZA, GUEST, and Ocean’s Awareness Challenge at St. 
Margaret’s school. Other field trips included visiting the Bug Zoo, bowling 
alley, local museums and cultural centres, mini-golf, Butchart Gardens, Wild 
Play, and more! Phew! 

And, of course, we sent Guides, Pathfinders and Rangers to SOAR in August! 

Service and Community Events 

Harbours participated in some great community events in 2017 involving 
making a difference in our community and maintaining a visible presence. 
Brownies took part in community clean ups at a local park and in the Sooke 
town core. Sparks and Brownies joined together to sing Christmas carols 
while collecting food for the Sooke food bank. Guides did a reverse trick-or-
treat event where they handed out candy at a senior centre. Pathfinders 
designed and ran a haunted house at an elementary Halloween dance. Other 
notable community contributions included making Valentine’s for Vets, writing 
an outdoor cook book for district use, and running a water station at a 10 K 
run. Together as 

a district we organized a coat drive, participated in 
Remembrance Day events, and were part of the Annual Sooke 
Santa Parade. 

Katie Duff 

District Commissioner 

 

  

1st Sooke Sparks visit the local Search and Rescue Station 

Sooke Pathfinders in Tofino 

Sparks and Brownies Community Caroling and Food Drive 
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Lakes District 

Fun outdoors. Fun indoors. Seven units Guiding about town. 

Cookies...The girls had wonderful fun engaging the public in neighbourhoods and during the 
blitz days. With extra fundraising cookies in the community our girls worked hard this year at a 
Night Market, a Community Garage Sale and a Farmer’s Market to sell those final cases.  

District wide events brought all the sisters of Guiding in Lakes together. 

Kusafiri was the theme in February for Thinking Day as the girls took an imaginary trip to our 
newest World Centre, enjoying games, songs, and sampling new foods. Waving at passersby 
while on the Hike for Hunger to the local foodbank with donations from friends and family helped 
the girls learn about helping others in our community. Canada 150 District camp saw all girls 
from Sparks to Rangers sleeping in cabins and sharing crafts, hikes, food and friendship. Girls 
were made honorary Newfoundlanders, created paintings of the Northern Lights, and made hat 
crafts of lobsters and beavers. Our annual Christmas concert was a success as was the 
Guide/Scout night at the Victoria Grizzlies hockey game. 

Service—we sold poppies for the Legion and participated in Remembrance Day and Vimy Ridge 
services and the Hike for Hunger. Caroling at Alexander Mackie Seniors’ Home was an enjoyable 
Christmas event for the Brownies and the Guides made Christmas ornaments for the residents of 
the home. The Guides served at St. Mary’s Church Blackberry Festival. Planted trees at Swan Lake. 

Highlights of the Year 

A variety of program opportunities in Lakes in 2017—visits to units by dental hygienists, Emergency 
Social Services, UVIC science students, the Canadian Women’s’ Rugby Sevens team. We learned 
about World Guiding, Law, Music, healthy eating and completed Challenges like Mighty Minds, BC 
Photo, Guiding Remembers, Geocaching and Colour Me Healthy. Girls learned how to use tools, fill 
out forms and plan their own camps. 

Field trips to Costco, Little Elf Garden Centre, Glow Mini Golf, International Rugby 
Event, a charity concert, Goldstream Park supper meeting. 

Camping activities and locations were many. Girls made camp pillows and sit-
upons, hiked, swam and did lots and lots of cooking. Guides and then Pathfinders 
and Rangers camped at Guide House and enjoyed some winter activities. 

A patrol of four girls and one Guider was selected to participate in GUEST on the 
Island. 

Unit Special Events—Mother/Daughter evening to learn about family heritage, 
Bring a Friend night, which brought new girls to the Unit. Parties were held for a 
variety of celebrations. 

Training and Awards—A Pathfinder Guider completed her OAL Basic Camp Training and three girls earned their Lady 
Baden Powell Award, including one girl who completed the entire program and the award requirements in one year. 

Kelly Parkin 

District Commissioner 
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Pacific Skies District 

 

 

Through 2017, Pacific Skies District grew through learning new things, camping and just general fun. With every year, 
Pacific Skies District membership continues to grow, with 114 girls and 26 leaders by the end of 2017. 

All of the units in Pacific Skies District held at least one sleepover night or 
camping weekend. In 2017, camps were held at Kingswood, Milnes Landing, 
Guide House and Jubilee campsites as well as at Goldstream Provincial Park 
and Camp Barnard. Several girls from Pacific Skies District attended the Guide 
and Scout Night Royals Game at the Save On Foods Memorial Centre. One 
patrol of Guides from Pacific Skies was chosen to participate in GUEST (Guides 
Exploring Science and Technology) at UVic. Pacific Skies District also held a 
District Advancement and Year End Event at Caleb Pike House in June to finish 
the Guiding year. 

During the summer, 18 girls and 8 Guiders from Pacific Skies District 
participated in SOAR 2017 in Smithers, BC—one full Pathfinder patrol who 
hosted a patrol from Japan, one Pathfinder patrol of seven girls, one mixed 
Guide and Pathfinder patrol of girls from different Districts who helped bring 
gear for a neighbouring patrol from Nova Scotia and a Pacific Skies/Harbours 
patrol of Rangers who also hosted a patrol from Japan. All sorts of activities 
were experienced, from crafts and fine arts, environment and STEM, active 
recreation and water activities. During free time, the patrols visited the town of 
Smithers, where they were warmly welcomed! The girls had a blast. 

Program work in Pacific Skies District has covered everything from camping 
basics to different challenges. Some of the activities our Girls and Guiders 
have been involved in are community visits to local businesses, the BC 
Aviation Museum, Coast Helicopters, Pacific Sky Aviation, Millstream Miniature Llama Farm, Juan de Fuca Recreation 
Centre, RCMP stations, retirement homes, food banks, the Compassionate Warehouse and visits to local parks including 
hiking and campfires; STEM activities, learning and practicing first aid, participating in active recreation, creating art and 
music; and learning about our world and the people in it. Some of the challenges completed in our units: Be You Challenge, 
Action on Poverty (Year Two), Mighty Minds Challenge, Cybercitizen Challenge, Guiding Remembers Challenge, Sangam 
World Centre Challenge, BC Camping Sleepover Challenge, Zoe’s Trek Challenge, Say No to Violence and the Nova Scotia 
Cookie Challenge. Different units have also used instant meeting plans from Province for compass work and knot tying. 
Pacific Skies District held a district event for Thinking Day. 

Pacific Skies District also helped out our community by participating in 
various service projects. Our district participated in a Shoreline Cleanup 
(through the Vancouver Aquarium and WWF-Canada) of Esquimalt 
Lagoon near Earth Day. As a whole, Pacific Skies district holds our annual 
Spirit of Giving event every December, during which gifts and crafts are 
created to support or donate to various groups in our community such as 
the Frederic Ozanham Society through St Vincent de Paul, Alexander 
Mackie Lodge, Victoria General Hospital—paediatrics section, and 
collected items for new mothers through the Best Babies Prenatal 
Program at the Westshore Public Health Unit. Pacific Skies District also 
attended the Remembrance Day ceremonies at Royal Roads University 
and laid a wreath in remembrance at the cenotaph. 

2017 for Pacific Skies District was full of girl greatness. 

Michelle Winsor | Susan Christman 

District Co-Commissioners 
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Peninsula Shores District 

 

 

District Camp and Guider Paint Night 

   

Slegg Build-a-Boat Contest—Peninsula Shores Girl Guides wins for Crowd Favourite and Most Creative Design (and sold 
five cases of cookies)!! 

  

Selling cookies at “Touch of Saltspring” Saffron the Slug—Peninsula Shores wrote, 
illustrated, and published the book Saffron the Slug! 
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Sparks 

• Fairy science camp. Fairy potions! Did planting (made fairy garden—fairy garden buffet).  

• We visited Butchart Gardens to wrap up the year. We did the 12 days of Christmas tour and were lucky to join in 
with the carollers that were performing. We have been exploring community, as well our learning our addresses. 
We have talked about the many places in our community and learned who in our community helps keep us safe.  

Brownies 

• Participated in Brownie WOWZA. 

• Our enrolment this year was based on a “Harry Potter” style sorting hat. We used my mother’s old camp hat and 
added a Bluetooth speaker to it. Each girl was sorted into their circles with a voice coming from the hat. It was a lot 
of fun and both the girls and the parents enjoyed it. 

• This year we completed a service project for a local senior’s centre. We received a donation of material to use for 
a project. We were able to bring in a past Guider and teacher to teach us how to make quilts. Each circle made one 
lap quilt for a senior. We took the quilts with us when we visited for our annual Caroling and the girls were able to 
give them out. It was a very proud moment. 

Guides 

• Guides did a camp at Camp Creina in Apr of 2017 with 2nd 
Victoria Guides. We worked on Geocaching and cooked all of our 
food either in a fire or on a fire! No stoves required, except for 
boiling water for dishes. In the fall we tripled in size, making out 
trips more difficult, so we focused on programme work inside the 
hall, with crafts and games. For one of our out trips, we took the 
girls to the local RCMP station.  

• We've also worked on some STEM—we made marble 
rollercoasters, which were a lot of fun. With 10 first years, it's given 
the second and third years some opportunities for leadership as 
well. We attended Remembrance Day, had a winter party (packed 
shoeboxes for I Love First Peoples project—we collected items, 
and wrote cards to go in the boxes) and had banana boats made 
in the oven. 

Pathfinders/Rangers  

• October we participated in District camp. The girls had a great but chilly 
night tent camping. They had a lot of fun with their service project helping 
to maintain the paths and trails at Kingswood. 

• For Halloween we hosted a bring a friend night, and carved pumpkins. 
• We had a cooking night for our enrollment night and we made burritos.  
• We started working on the Girls for Safer Communities challenge, with a 

safety talk night complete with a game of Safety Jeopardy. 

 

 

 

Carol Whitehouse 

District Commissioner 
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Portage Inlet District 

We love to camp! We love to bridge! We love to combine the two.  

Membership: Sparks 26 girls, 2 units. Brownies 42 girls, 2 units. 
Guides 25 girls, 1 unit. Pathfinders 34 girls, 2 units. Rangers 13, 2 
units. 30 Guiders, 4 of which have multiple units. 9 Unit assistants. 140 
Girl Members. Retention is high, especially among the older girls.  

Camps: Sparks had two sleepovers. Brownies camped at McKevitt, 
Milnes, and Camp Barnard and Kingswood. Guides completed 
Heritage Home Skills camp at Caleb Pike Heritage House. They went 
to Mt Washington for a snowshoe camp and they ended the year with 
a bridging camp at Camp Woodlands. Pathfinders camped many times 
in 2017. 

Christine Grist, found some time between her two units to complete the module 8 Canoe Trip on the Powell River Canoe 
Circuit.  

We generally wrap up the year with our Annual Guider 
Daughter (and kids) camp. Our forth annual event did 
not disappoint and the Fire Challenge was only 
hampered by a little rain. Our competitive sides 
definitely appeared during the challenge. It is always 
nice to spend some time with this amazing group of 
ladies. We share ideas and we usually try some 
different cooking techniques. It is always a great time!  

We sent four patrols to SOAR 2017—one Ranger 
patrol, two Pathfinder patrols and one Guide patrol. The 
girls had an amazing time. The Ranger Out Trips were 
epic. The Pathfinders and Guides had only one girl get 
caught with a bug, so they managed to avoid the flu 
epidemic. The girls made new friends, traded, tried new activities and made some wonderful memories. Two of our patrols 
were topped up with girls from out of district and they enhanced the experience for everyone.  

Camping Equipment: We knew we were going to need to add some more camping equipment to our inventory, as we were 
expecting four or five patrols to go to SOAR. Shortly after buying some extra gear many items were stolen from a vehicle 
before we could get it back into the storage locker. The community stepped up in a big way and we are so thankful for their 
generosity. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Megan for her generous donation. We truly appreciate her 
support. Several Guiders, along with the 1st PI Pathfinders had a special campfire to honour and recognize Amanda’s 
support for Girl Guides.  

Community Service: For the second year in a row, we helped fill Christmas 
stockings for Extreme Outreach. This year several of our older units helped 
at the Christmas Dinner. We did beach clean ups, helped out at the Baby 
Fair. Marigold Brownies made Valentines for the seniors at Mt Tolmie 
Hospital. They also had a campfire and ice cream cones with the residents 
of the Victoria at McKenzie, and later that year they went back to make 
gingerbread men crafts. 23rd Victoria Guides collected and made hygiene 
kits for the women at Transition House.  

Out and About: Units visited Shaw Discovery Centre, Saanich Centennial 
Library, and Swan Lake. Gorgeview Brownies took a day trip over to Science 
World. PI Pathfinders hosted a dinner and silent auction. Several groups 
went to the Observatory. We visited MEC to learn about backpacking. One 
of our Rangers, attend a Guiding conference in Toronto.  
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Bridging: All of our units take pride in the amount of bridging we do. We have gone 
to Butchart Gardens and camped, attended CRD Shoreline Cleanup, and completed 
the Watershed Warden Challenge and Alien Invaders Challenge. PI Rangers 
camped with two Rangers from Port McNeill. They met in the middle at Elk Falls 
Suspension Bridge. 

Junior Leaders: We had seven junior leaders working with eight different units on a 
regular basis. Marigold Brownies have had the same two junior leaders for the last 
five years.  

Awards: Our girls were busy this year completing program work. The girls worked 
hard and were rewarded for their efforts. At the SVI Awards night, we had five girls 
receive the Lady Baden Powell Award. We had nine girls receive their Canada Cord. 
Portage Inlets’ first ever Ranger unit saw seven girls receive their Commonwealth 
Award and the Chief Commissioner’s Bronze Award.  

2017 was a great year! 

Sheryl Roodenburg 

District Commissioner 
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Raven District 

 

We are so happy to have many experienced Guiders in Raven District, 
Guiders who share ideas and mentor the new leaders infusing them with 
their enthusiasm. Our Guiders face challenges with a smile, problem solve 
and keep things going—meeting stuff locked up with no key? … no problem 
let’s improvise a new program—power gone out at the meeting? … no 
problem let’s get out the flashlights and do campfire songs and skits! A 
couple of our Guiders were able to attend the SVI training event and they 
brought back the message that they got so much from it that everybody 
should go next year. One of our terrific Guiders was Teresa Howden who 
received the Lieutenant Governors Volunteer Award “for all her 
contributions to Guiding” Well deserved!  

 

You will see our Sparks, Brownies, Guides, Pathfinders and now a new unit of Rangers out and about in the 
neighbourhood—at the library, geocaching, enjoying art installations, at the recreation centres, by the oceanside, in the 
parks and helping out or taking in community events like Buccaneer Days and the Music Fest and of course you’ll see them 
participating in the ever-popular cookie selling. We teach the girls to have pride in their uniforms and to thank our resource 
people—some even get special names. 

Service has always been a special part of the program in Raven. Our events 
always have a foodbank collection component and we help out during the 
community events, make stuffed toys for the SPCA, and assemble sewing 
kits for the Compassionate Warehouse. The girls even put extra fun into 
service by putting on a Valentines Variety show at Selkirk Place. 

Many international program meetings were held. Girls learned about India, 
Malaysia, Mexico, the World Centres and about cultural celebrations and 
different foods. While one unit is busy learning new things from an Inuvialuit 
resource person for the Girls Go North Territorial challenge another is 
learning a shawl dance from a family member of one of the girls as they learn 
more about Aboriginal Awareness. One unit works on math challenges using 
symmetry, tangrams and making abacuses while another is making “germs” 
from playdough after learning about microbiology. The thread that ran through every unit this year was Canadiana and lots 
of it, as we all celebrated Canada’s 150th birthday culminating in a colourful district event with the Area’s provincial flags 
flying as we learned something new from each of the provinces and territories. 

We haven’t forgotten what the girls like most—camping and outdoors. 
Every unit has had the opportunity to camp or do sleepovers and what 
a variety of themes: Hawaii, Harry Potter, Mighty Girls, Brownie Magic 
and Survivor. Girls also attended bigger camps, pre-SOAR camps, 
SOAR, Discovery camp and GUEST. Younger girls attended the Camp 
skills day with fire lighting and compass work—but watch out for the 
wasp’s nest, oops! and first aid.  

This year we needed to get the district inventory updated and that 
project included finding out that some equipment hadn’t been used with 
good reason. It was time to get new tents for a variety of camping and 
to discard old and outdated equipment. Our budget could handle it. We 

were even able to dispense with the facility fee this year as our rentals have levelled out and we had what we needed. 
Happily we added two new units this year and hope for even more “Girl Greatness” next year. 

Linda Funk | Sarah Sterry 

District Co-Commissioners 
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Straits District 

 

The girls in Straits were busy in 2017. Connections were made in the community, girls went camping, special visitors came 
to units and girls learned new skills. 

Our Sparks learned first aid, were visited by a dentist and visited the Fire Hall. A walk to the Esquimalt Lagoon on a sunny 
spring evening was a highlight for some of the girls. They visited the Brownies for a Halloween Party and to make Fairy 
Gardens. 

The Brownie units came together for Hands Across the Border, Camp Skills Day 
and learned woodworking and canoeing at camp. One unit had a visit from a 
paramedic with his ambulance and went on their annual neighbourhood carolling 
night where they were greeted by a neighbour with his saxophone who waits for 
them to come every year. Our other Brownie unit has been practicing their sewing 
on various crafts and washed the fence at their meeting hall to brighten up the 
community. 

Our Guides are full of enthusiasm and energy. One unit investigated a career in 
law with a visit from a lawyer and judge and our other unit participated in the Art 
Canada 150 project with the City of Colwood. They served tea at the Metchosin 
Day Tea and the Legion Ladies Auxiliary Christmas Craft Fair and Spring Fling. 
They also helped at the Metchosin Apple Festival. 

Our Pathfinders were busy preparing for SOAR. They camped, 
learned first aid went canoeing. They also hosted a tasty 
spaghetti dinner as a fundraiser for SOAR. 

The District came together for many bridging activities. There 
was the District Carnival where food was collected for the 
Goldstream Food bank and funds for CWFF. Games were run 
by the Pathfinders and Brownies. We celebrated Canada 150 
at our District Windup and celebrated Thinking Day with a pizza 
dinner. We finished up the year with a Snowflake Ball where 
socks were collected for Our Place. 

We also had many opportunities to engage in the community. 
Veterans were remembered at the Vimy Ridge Torchlight 
Parade and the Remembrance Day Ceremony and girls 
watched over the poppy tables at Westshore Town Centre. We 
started off the fall shucking corn for the community booth and 
community dinner at Metchosin Day. Also, in September our Guiders had a day of baking which was served at the Special 
Needs Day at the Luxton Fair. In November we walked in the Santa Claus Parade at Westshore Town Centre.  

And, of course, we sold cookies!! Girls were out in the 
community and in their neighbourhoods. Two units won 
the KiSS103.1 radio contest and had the radio station 
broadcast live from their cookie blitz location.  

The year was full of smiles and adventures and we look 
forward to doing it all again in 2018. 

Eva Herbert 

District Commissioner 
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Woodwyn District 

 

We started off in January, with some awards. A “Friend of Guiding” pin was presented to Maureen Dixon for all her help 
with our annual winter skate and painting skills (and she was eager to come back and help again with our most recent 
skate!). A 45-year pin was presented to Carolyn Pennell along with a 35-year pin for Laureen Dye. These ladies are an 
inspiration to us all! 

It was noticed that our Brentwood Hall was in need of 
some sprucing up, so a question and idea from our 2nd 
Woodwyn Brownie leader Kris Walker, led to a “paint 
in” where we added a much-needed coat of paint to our 
walls and blackboard sills. Special thanks to Carol 
Gamey who was instrumental in acquiring the paint and 
changing the colour from what Carol called “dead flesh 
yellow” to a much nicer tone! She also helped with the 
purging of some very old paperwork, books, etc. More 
is needed to be done, but it was a good start. 

Two patrols registered for SOAR and were kept busy with lots of fundraising efforts over a period of time. They were all so 
eager about the upcoming camp in Smithers. 

We did have a good representation at the Spring Kingswood Camp clean 
up this year—many hands did make for lighter work! Unfortunately, our 
annual District Shoreline cleanup had to be cancelled due to a deluge of 
rain. We sent out word as soon as we realized that it would be a no go, so 
the one brave Brownie that showed up was sent back home. They would 
all have looked like drowned rats! Some of the other annual (District) 
events that we did participate in were our Hike for Hunger, where we 
gathered lots of much needed food for the Sidney food bank, and the 
Central Saanich Remembrance Day Ceremony, where some of our girls 
made and/or laid wreaths at the cenotaph. We also went to the Pendray 
Farm Corn Maze, where it did rain, and some of the girls got their 
opportunity to be a drowned rat! 

As always, the girls love to participate in the Brentwood Bay Days parade, and hand out bookmarks, balloons, and 
advertising material to potential Guiding members of all ages. We changed things up a bit for our advancement ceremony 
this year, moving our venue to the Heritage Acres with our theme of celebrating the 150th birthday of Canada. The 
advancing girls “travelled” by train to the next level of Guiding. Thanks to Cheyenne Duguay who acted as the 
“conductor”, leading the girls along the track to their new groups. All the girls (young, and not as young) really enjoyed 
riding the miniature train at the Heritage Acres! Special thanks to Claude Jolivet for making this happen—some of the 
dad’s enjoyed the train ride too!  

Woodwyn District hosted the Lady Baden Powell Award event this 
year and arranged for the award recipients to tour both the Central 
Saanich Fire Hall, (where they got to try on equipment and use the 
hoses) and Butterfly Gardens (where they completed a scavenger 
hunt). We were pleased that our Area Commissioners were able to 
attend and present the girls with their Certificates.  

A note of thanks to Marti Redman and Kris Walker who went the 
extra mile to take a patrol each to Guest, and to Erlene Amero, who 
was instrumental in getting a patrol to the Mix It Up Camp in 
Mission, BC. Her enthusiasm with cookie selling helped the girls to 
sell 30 cases of cookies in eight hours (over two evenings) at the 
Sidney Market. A really big thank you to Peninsula Shores District 
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Commissioner, Carol Whitehouse for giving us the spot, and the opportunity for this fundraising!  

Clearly, the busy participants of the Brentwood 
Bay Days parade in May did a good job, as our 
numbers for start of the new year in September 
were up, and we needed to open a new Sparks 
unit. We were pleased too, to gain some new 
leaders to our district—Welcome to Helen 
Lovallo, Hayley McCutcheon, Meghan Dutil, 
Christine Jensen, and Cedar Payne, and a 
welcome back to Sarah Hermsen! Hayley was 
actually a former member of our own 1st Keating 
Guide unit, and the current Contact Guider for 
1st Keating Guides is also a former member of 
the unit! They are definitely paying it forward! 

As always, all of our units have been busy throughout the year with completion of program work and organizing camps. 
They do love to camp! 

We are most definitely looking forward to another fun filled year of adventure and activities! 

Sharon Lohr 

District Commissioner 
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Emily Carr Trex 

For 2017, the girls elected to work on the Geocaching Challenge. This included basic lessons, three practice geocaching 
afternoons in the winter, and then running a geocaching meeting for three other units (Brownies, Guides, and Pathfinders) 
in April and May. For this component, the girls worked in small groups to plan, execute, and reflect on the activity with little 
to no Guider support. A write-up about this experiment in project management was recently published in Lamplighter. 
Several of our girls completed all elements of the challenge and were awarded the challenge crests. 

We had two big events in April. One was Nite Hike, an overnight hiking and activity adventure organized by Scouts Canada 
on the grounds of UBC. Three leaders and 17 girls headed across the water to stay up all night being cold, silly, tired, and 
exhilarated in turns. One Guider got sick during the night, resulting in the need to re-organize our supervision plan; it was a 
curve ball for the leaders, but the girls were both compassionate and helpful, and everybody got home happily. 

At the end of April, we ran “Galiano Getaway,” a two-night camp on Galiano Island, partnering with the Galiano Conservancy. 
We spent an afternoon sea kayaking in the rain, an evening looking at stars with our lovely in-house Guider-astronomer, 
and a morning participating in the Food Forest program (edible and medicinal plants) run by the Conservancy. 

Our moving trip for May 2017 was cycling. This module consisted of a bike maintenance workshop, three practice rides 
(including with loaded bikes), and finally a multi-day trip across Saltspring Island and into Delta/Ladner area. It was a 
wonderful adventure! 

We finished off the Guiding year with a simple picnic and wrap-up at Gyro Beach in June. 

In September, we started out with Taste of Trex at Camp Barnard. This weekend event included canoeing, swimming, 
hiking, and frisbee golf. The canoeing morning involved a capsize, which was dealt with safely and a good learning 
experience for all. The quick-and-simple hike around the lake turned into an exercise in teamwork and cooperation much 
better than any leader could have devised, as the girls worked together to disentangle the raft that exists as part of the trail. 
And the frisbees…well, they went everywhere! 

In October and November, we went indoor rock climbing at UVIC. In December, the girls planned and executed a CWFF 
bake sale fundraiser. 

Theresa Leask 
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1st Victoria Trefoil Guild 

Our Guild has 25 active members. Some of us meet the last Monday of each month at Guide House and some of us meet 
at alternating members’ homes for potluck lunches or dinners on weekends or evenings.  

We participated in many service projects this year, including ivy pulls at Anderson hill, broom pulls at Uplands park and 
making toques and scarves for the homeless at Our Place. We organized and ran the pre-Soar camp at Jubilee in May and 
some of us participated in camp clean ups at both Jubilee and Milnes. We donated money to Milnes to raise their flag pole 
and put towards their new roof. We hosted a Christmas luncheon for our Guild and invited other Guild members and 
supported a Pathfinder/Ranger group travelling to Africa next year, who prepared the meal for us.  

We enjoyed a Thinking Day International potluck lunch and some members attended the Kingswood Trefoil Guild’s games 
night in April. As a year end activity, we toured the Horticulture Center of the Pacific in Saanich. 

We hosted a 150th Canada Day picnic and invited all the Vancouver Island Trefoil Guilds at Kingswood camp in June. Fifty-
six Trefoil Members attended and we played games, had a barbecue luncheon and a sing song.  

Some of our members attended the Trefoil Rendezvous in Richmond, BC in April and some attended the Phyllis Dufton 
Camp at Camp Creina in August, sponsored by the Nanaimo’s Last Bastion Guild. 

In the fall we had a Halloween party meeting with snacks and a game and did a hike and wiener roast at Goldstream park. 
Some members attended the Last Bastion 150th Canada Day luncheon in October and the Parksville Halloween party at 
the end of October.  

We are an active Guild and always looking for new members. We enjoy meeting up with other Guilds from the island and 
across Canada. We were the first Trefoil Guild in all of Canada and we are proud to keep the “Spirit Alive.” 

Barb Kerr | Sharon Doty 

Guild Secretary | Guild President 
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2nd Victoria Trefoil Guild 

We currently have nine active members. Two registered members no longer 
attend meetings. We meet at Guide House the fourth Wednesday morning of the 
month. 

Donations: every year we support SVI girls who are selected for international 
travel. Generally, we give $50 per girl. 

Activities: 

• Jan 19, 2 members attended the Kingswood Night Owls games night  

• Jan 25, we had a pot luck lunch at Guide House. Sharon Fitch gave her 
presentation on the National Gathering and tour in Newfoundland. 

• Feb 22, we had a silent auction which raised $61.00 for our fund to support 
girls’ international travel 

• April 28–30, 2 members attended Rendezvous in Richmond 

• June 12, several members attended 1st trefoil 150th celebration at Kingswood Camp 

• June 28 a tea to celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday was held at the home of Guild President Sharon Fitch, complete 
with Canada flag cake, silver tea service, and red and white décor 

• Oct 19, three members attended the Last Bastion Guild Luncheon in Nanaimo 

• Dec 2, we attended 1st Victoria Guild Christmas lunch 

• Dec 13, lunch at a restaurant 

Sharon Fitch 

Guild President  
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Kingswood Night Owl Trefoil Guild 

We call ourselves KNOTs—Kingswood Night Owl Trefoil. With 
many of our 24 members still working and the other “retired” 
women who have busy daytime schedules, we have continued 
to structure our “meetings” as activities to be held mostly in the 
evenings. Our focus is having fun! Sharing in our sisterhood by 
enjoying social outings and providing service to our Area where 
we are able.  

This year our activities included: a pot-luck planning meeting, 
music bingo, Beacon Hill Scavenger Hunt, Butterfly 
Gardens/Peninsula Wine Tour, Butchart Garden tour. With some 
of the other SVI Trefoil Guild members we had a games night, 
dragon boating on the Gorge and attended the BC Rendezvous 
in Richmond. 

 

Many of our members work on area committees or as Unit 
Guiders. Others participated in camp clean-ups and helped at 
the Girls Award Ceremony, SOAR pre-camp and the Lady 
Baden-Powell event. 

In 2017, our members chose to give our cookie selling profit 
from the previous three campaigns to SVI Area Council for use 
to purchase identifying hat-band ribbons for the SOAR patrols 
and help offset the costs of the SOAR SVI area crest.  

We continue to grow in friendship and fun! 

Marsha Richie 

Guild President 

 

 

 

Purple Shores Trefoil Guild 

During 2017 we participated in a variety of activities in the Westshore—Thinking Day dinner with Straits District, Vimy Ridge 
celebration and Remembrance Day in Sooke and Langford. At the Hike for Hunger we cooked hot dogs and made hot 
chocolate for all the participants. We also helped out at Metchosin Day as well as at Straits unit meetings and camps when 
requested. We also enjoyed our own camp. 

Jan Watson 

Guild President 
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We are most grateful to these local businesses that support  
SVI Guiding… 

Admirals Roofing 
Admirals Self Storage 
BC Aviation Museum 
Bill Plumb 
BJ’s Baker 
Bottle Depot 
Brentwood School Hall Society 
Butler Brothers Supplies Ltd. 
Butterfly Gardens 
Caleb Pike Heritage Park 
Camp Barnard 
Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess Mary's) 
Canadian Tire—Admirals / Langford 
Capital Iron 
Capital Regional District 
Central Saanich Fire Department 
Central Saanich Lions 
Church of the Advent 
City Centre Park 
City of Colwood 
City of Victoria 
Claude Jolivet—Vancouver Island Model Engineers 
Coast Capital Savings 
Coast Helicopter College 
Coastal Offices 
Colwood Childrens’ Hall 
Compassionate Resource Warehouse 
Cordova Bay United Church 
Country Grocer—Esquimalt Plaza 
District of Sooke 
Esquimalt Buccaneer Days 
Esquimalt Recreation Centre 
Esquimalt United Church 
Fairways Market—Westshore 
Fernwood Health and Performance 
Fernwood Neighbourhood Resource Group 
Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National  
    Historic Sites 
Four Seasons Musical Theatre 
Gee Dhaul, Coast Capital Savings 
Glentana Village Recreation Centre 
Goldstream Food Bank 
Goldstream Provincial Park 
Gordon United Church 
Greater Victoria Public Library— 
    Central Saanich / Juan de Fuca 

Home Hardware, Sooke 
Jim Ralph 
KiSS FM 
Langford Legion 
Millstream Miniature Llama Farm 
Municipality of Saanich 
Olympic View Gold Club 
Pacific Sky Aviation 
Palladin Security 
Peninsula Co-op 
Peter Fuglem 
Quality Foods—Westshore 
Royal Bank of Canada, Sooke 
Royal Roads University 
Saanich Fair Society 
Saanich Historical Artifacts Society 
Save On Foods Memorial Centre 
School Districts 61, 62 and 63 
Shoppers Drug Mart, Sooke 
Sidney Lions’ Food Bank 
Sooke Home Hardware 
Sooke Pocket News 
Southern Vancouver Island Lions 
St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church 
St. Peter & St. Paul's Anglican Church 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thrifty Foods Floral Department 
Thrifty Foods—Admirals Walk / Central Saanich 
Toronto Dominion Bank 
Town of Smithers 
University of Victoria students 
Van City Credit Union 
Vancouver Island Mountain Centre 
Victoria Royals 
Victoria Royals Hockey 
View Royal Community Hall 
Village Foods, Sooke 
Vital Health Pharmacy 
Western Foods—Westshore 
Westshore Public Health Unit 
Westshore RCMP 
Westshore Recreation 
Westshore Town Centre 
Westshore U-Lock 
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