
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



AREA COMMISIONERS MESSAGE 

 

As newbies to the AC position, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of you for your 
patience and support as we get into this new role.  Gillian, Wendy and Adrienne continue to guide us 
along as we 'grow' and work with our learning curve.  We know that before we took on this position, 
Darlene Kent told us all, that 'the only shoes that you have to fill are your own', however, the previous AC 
team did such a great job, we feel that there were  some big shoes to fill......that's not to say that these 3 
ladies had big feet, just that they (along with all of your help), accomplished so much in 2018!  

In reading the 2018 reports from Districts, we see that you all have accomplished so much!  From 
international trips, to many District camps, Discovery Camp, Just Gotta Camp, Brownie Summer camps, 
and Sparks Sprees just to name a few.  Guiders have provided so many learning opportunities for the 
girls, including visits to robotics competitions, organizing Snowflake Balls, visiting fire stations, providing 
training for self protection, camping trips, adventure opportunities, water activities, and the list goes on! 
All of this is in conjunction with the launch of the Girls First program, as we strive to keep up with the 
changing times. 

It is important that we all keep in mind that our focus and mission is as it has always 
been—providing excellent program and opportunities for girls and women. No matter what position you 
hold or activity you undertake, every member of Girl Guides of Canada is of value and although roles may 
have changed, the importance of what we all do has not.  

We wish to thank everyone for all your time, efforts and dedication to Guiding, all the District 
Commissioners  for keeping a whole District running, to all Guiders, who each bring your own skills to 
share, and to all the Advisors, who are such a huge part of the support team....I know we all do it for the 
girls! 

 

Sharon & Deb 

SVI Area Co-Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

SVI AREA MEMBERSHIP  

 2018–2019  2017–2018  
Girls (5–15 yrs)  1,321  1,251  
Rangers/Transitioning  78  52  
Adults  411 395  
Total Membership  1,810  1,698  
 

 

 

 

 

Area Council 
 

 District Commissioners  

Adrienne Blandford 
Wendy Halpen 
Gillian Hurwood (to July) 
Vacant (from August) 

Area 
Co-Commissione
rs 
 

Rebecca Hof  
 

Bay to Bay 
 

Carol Gevers Treasurer  Paula Crotty (to June) 
Stacey Brine (from July) 

Camas 
 

Vacant Secretary Brandi Newton (to June) 
Stephanie Baird (from July) 

Chatham 
  

Daphne MacGregor-Greer (to 
August) 

Awards Katie Duff Harbours  

Araina Golding Camping Kelly Parkin Lakes 
Deb Buckle Membership Susan Plato-Mclean Pacific Skies 
Denise Howden International Carol Whitehouse Peninsula 

Shores 
Meaghan Playle  Program Sheryl Roodenburg Portage Inlet 
Vacant Public Relations Linda Funk  

Sarah Sterry (to May) Raven  

Jennifer Haines (to October) 
 Vacant (from November) - 

Training 
  Eva Herbert  Straits 

  Sharon Lohr Woodwyn 
Non-Voting Area Positions 

* Sheilagh Finnigan   - Property Committee Chair 
*Carol Gamey - iMIS Support 
*Kay Smith- Waitlist Manager/Member Support 
*Daphne MacGregor-Greer – Awards Specialist 
(from September) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

AWARDS 

 

The SVI Area Canada Cord and Chief Commissioner’s Gold Award recognition ceremony for girls 
completing their awards in the 2017-2018 Guiding year was held on June 11, 2018 at the Olympic View 

Golf Club. Greetings and congratulations to the girls from the Provincial Commissioner, Leslie Bush, were 
read at the ceremony. The Canada Cord and Chief Commissioner’s award recipients each told of their 

special experiences gained through Guiding. 
 

Canada Cord recipients 
 
 

Ava Blakley 
Eva Blakley 

Hailey Blewett 
Jordan Bradshaw 
Rowena Brown 
Alycia Caloren 

Eliza Carr 
Teagan Conell 
Naomi Corless 
Meagan Cove 
Elsa Crealock 
Kirsten Crisp 

Lindsay Drabitt 
Nya Elliott 

Grace Fulton 
Bailey Grist 

Genevieve Gwillim 
Momoko Hamer 
Katya Hasanen 

Mary Macdonald 

Taylin McBride 
Callista McCreesh 
Katrina McLaughlin 

Naomi McLean 
Faith Ogden 
Kiera Ozard 

Jocelyn Pereira 
Gabrielle Pierce 

Brianne Robinson-Vincent 
Iman Samath 
Jenna Schulz 
Hanna Scott 

Kathleen Smith 
Shannon Snead 

Chloe Stone 
Amanda Swaile 

Emily Winsor 
Alexandra Zatylny 

Josie Zemanek 
 

 
Chief Commissioner’s Gold Award recipients 

 
 

Navinder Hundal 
Renee Landry 
Lily McCartney 

Shauna Stubbs 
Blair Zemanek 
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The SVI Education Award was presented to Shauna Stubbs. 
 

The Jean Goulson Memorial Education Award was not awarded in 2018. 
 

SVI Area presents membership pins to Guiders for 20 years service and over.  
These Guiders were recognized throughout 2018. 

 
 
 
 

20 years 
 
 

Kyla Beattie 
Katherine Brandt 
Brooke Cameron 
Nicole Davenport 

Melinda DeGroot 
Cassandra Herbert 

Sohad Kadhum 
Tia McDonald 

Christiana Moser 
 

 
25 years 

 
 

Jeannette Andrews 
Tracy Coyle 

Molly Pearce 
Sheryl Woodward 

 

 
30 years 

 
 

Caitlin Davies 
Sharon Doty 

Patricia Handy 
Louise Callbeck 

Tanya Skriver 
 

 
35 Years 

 
 

Lynda Ireland 
Brenda Jagdis 

Colleen McKenna 
Sandra Shumka 

Teresa Taylor 
 

 
40 Years 

 
 

Robin Alexander 
Wendy Halpen 

Janice Watson 
 
 

45 Years 
 
 

Olive Brown Margaret Sharples 



 
 

The following awards were presented in 2018 for special service to  
Girl Guides of Canada, Southern Vancouver Island Area 

 
Gold Thanks Pin 

 
 

Caitlin Davies 
Aisha Dennis 
Heidi Fowler 

Shauna Francis 
Tanya Ko 

Theresa Leask 

Daphne MacGregor-Greer 
Marah McGee 
Martha Moore 

Julie Neill 
Cathy Oldfield 

Danielle Rados  

Lesley Ruzicka 
Nyssa Temmel 
Emma Wright 

 

 
Commissioner Award 

 
 

Adrienne Blandford 
Susan Christman 

Wendy Halpen 

Gillian Hurwood 
Sharon Lohr 

Becky Sutherland 

Jill Wark 
Michelle Winsor 

 
 
 
 

Bronze Merit Award 
 
 

Louise Callbeck 
Cassandra Herbert 

 

 
Silver Merit Award 

 
 

Susan Christman 
Michelle Winsor 

 

 
Gold Merit Award 

 
Carol Gamey 

 
Fortitude Award 

 
Brenda Matthews 

 
BC Guider Appreciation Award  

Brandi Newton  Leslie Simpson 



 

            Team Award 

 

Erlene Amero  

Jeannie Cosgrove  

Sheilagh Finnigan  

Nancy Fischer  

Carol Gevers  

Sandy Hulko  

Barb Kerr  

Brenda Lacharity  

Carolyn Pennell  

Susan Zedel  

 

 

All Guiders in Sothern Vancouver Island Area are thanked for their ongoing dedication to excellence  and 
their service for helping to make Girl Greatness a reality. 

Respectfully submitted by,  
Daphne MacGregor-Greer 

Area Awards Specialist 

 
 
  



CAMP 
 
The Area Camping Committee would to say ‘Thank You’ to all our Districts/Units offering creative themed 
camps for our girls and promoting/supporting Area Camps/Events.     

‘Just Gotta Camp’ for Guides – April 27-29, 2018 at 
Camp Jubilee 
 

● 27 enthusiastic Guides from 9 Units had an 
adventurous weekend  

● learning new cooking methods, camping skills, 
hiking to the ocean following compass 
directions and making new friends 

 

A special ‘Thank You’ to Erlene Amero, Colene Wood 
and Anne Gardam for an          adventurous weekend 
(Araina Golding attending for ratio) 

 
Brownies ‘Under the Stars’ - July 
8-11, 2018 at Kingswood Camp  
 

● 16 – 2nd year Brownies 
experienced 3-night camp sleeping in 
tents 

● Baked cupcakes in a box 
oven, star gazing through telescopes, 
tie-dying t-shirts, hiking to the 
swimming pool, crafts, outdoor 
camps and making new friends 
 

A special ‘Thank You’ to Meaghan Playle, Naomi Ridout, Dorothy Scott, Amy Houle, and Teaghan Conell 
(Pathfinder) for giving our Brownies a camping experience to remember! 
 

Brownies ‘Rainbow Camp’ - 
August 7-10, 2018 at Milnes Camp 
 

● 22 – 1st & 2nd year Brownies 
enjoyed a 3-night camp 
with a colorful rainbow of 
activities, crafts, outdoor 
games 

● Learn to dance with 
bamboo sticks, created a 
‘Fairy Garden’, painted 
miniature birdhouses, 



hiking to the swimming pool and making new friends 
 

A ‘Guiding Bouquet’ to Barbara Kerr, Linda Coyle, Kelsi Sawatsky, Gail Sawatsky and Dorothy Scott for 
giving our Brownies a colorful camp to remember!  Thank you to Erlene Amero and Linda Callander for 
their contributions prior to camp. 
A special ‘Thank You’ to the KNOTS (Kingswood Night Owls Trefoil Guild) for their donation to the Area 
Brownie Camps for the girls to go swimming at the Commonwealth and Sea Parc Centre's 
 

Discovery Camp ‘Your Game of 
Life’ - October 12-14, 2018 at Camp 
Jubilee 
 

● 83 Pathfinders/Rangers/ 
Guiders enjoyed a 
challenging weekend 
living/playing the ‘Game of 
Life’ 

● Round Robin of activities 
with special guests' ‘women’ 
in traditional, non-traditional 
or volunteer 
careers/positions, sharing 
their education, training with 
unique activities with the girls 

● 5 firefighters from the Shirley 
Fire Dept., Paramedic from 
Sooke BC Ambulance 
Service, Chemist from Fisheries & Oceans Canada and two young ladies from the Plumbers & 
Pipefitters 

● Girl Guide Mint Cookies presented by the girls to our guests. 
● Congratulations ‘'Game of Life’ winners - 18th Victoria Pathfinders    

 

 A ‘Special Thank You’ to Colene Wood RG for organizing/planning ‘Your Game of Life’, Jeannie 
Cosgrove QM, Tracy McLeish-Schmit and Christine Grist for giving our girls a challenging weekend 
 
  



INTERNATIONAL 

 

‘Cupcakes & Candles’ - Feb 23-25, 2018 at Camp Barnard (International & Camping) 

- 60 Guides/Pathfinders/Guiders 
- Round robin of countries by Patrols:  Mexico, Ukraine, Scotland, New Zealand, Greece and 

Germany with crafts, activities, evening presentations of dances, songs, outdoor campfire in the 
snow 

 

A big ‘Guiding Bouquet’ to Araina Golding, Teresa 
Howden, Colene Wood, Dorothy Scott for a weekend 
of International Friendship  

 

‘Oak Bay 
Tea 
Party’ – 
June 2 - 
3, 2018 at 
Willows 
Beach 

- Girls selected for trips came and served tea and 
cookies to fundraise for their trips 

A big thank you to Araina Golding, Kay Smith, and Amy 
Jones for their extended volunteer shifts, as well as Joan 
Hurwood for making us amazing new GGC themed 
tea cozies. 
 

 

‘International Night – November 7, 
2018 at Guide House 

- Girls who traveled on selected 
trips came and gave 
presentations to pathfinders 
and 3rd year guides 

- We all played a game learning 
about resource needs and 
support 

 

PROGRAM 



 

Rangers Can !  

● On 25 January, 2019 twelve brave Rangers set out to make new friends and learn some fun and 
useful skills. They spent the night at Guide House. First up was a presentation from Chocolate 
Owl on the fun you can have with 3d Printers. She taught them a bit about the possibilities of 
what you could do with a 3d printer as well as brought in her own so that they could see it in 
action. The girls were fascinated and had many questions.  Then, with lots of pizza and snacks to 
fuel them, they stayed up late playing board games and getting to know other rangers from 
around SVI.  

 
After a delicious breakfast of more pancakes, scrambled eggs and sausage than they could eat we were 

off to Camosun College for a day of hands on learning. We toured their trades classrooms and 
heard all about the Women in Trades program and some of the options that will be available to 
them after high school. The girls got to try their hand at a small construction project. In small 
groups, with the help of a current Camosun student, they each built and took home a Bee Box to 
hang in their garden.  

 
After a quick lunch break we were off to the automotive classrooms. As some of these girls have recently 

earned a learner’s driver licence and many more will be very shortly it was great timing for them 
to learn some roadside skills so they can better Be Prepared for anything that comes their way. 
They got to try their hand at changing a flat tire, jumping a flat battery, checking oil and other 
important engine fluids and playing with how auto electrics work. They also had a chance to look 
around the shop and ask questions about mechanics and how the program works from the 
current students who spent their Saturday helping us out. Proving to the girls that even adults still 
have lots to learn, Groovy Owl took the opportunity to change her first tire.  

 
To finish off the day, Chocolate Owl taught the girls how to wire an LED light strip. They learned what 

components were necessary to make the light strip work. They had to strip wires, figure out 
where to connect negative and positive and then how to connect it all together in a safe way. 
Thanks to the assistance of Lee Valley each Ranger was able to try all the aspects of wiring her 
own light strip.  

 
It was a very fun and successful weekend overall. Each Ranger earned the Girls Can Challenge as well 

as several components of their Ranger Program. Thank you so much to Dorothy for keeping us 
all fed and happy, to Chocolate Owl for sharing her knowledge and toys and to Groovy Owl for 
keeping us all in line. 

 

Brownie Revel  

● On April 7, 2019 Southern Vancouver Island held a very successful Brownie Revel. 118 Girls and 
their Guiders registered to join us. The Theme for the day was international Travel. As they 
traveled stations they warned their Brownie Magic Around the World challenge crest. 6 Dedicated 
Guiders volunteered their time to organize an activity for one of 6 countries. The girls made a 
Scoubidou Doll in Japan. Then they traveled to Australia and made a flower planter that looks like 
a Kangaroo. They traveled around Africa, learning a bit about our traveling World Centre Kusafiri. 
While there they learned to play mancala and had a look at some different examples of clothing. 



The girls needed a refueling stop for lunch and took a moment for a campfire led by Rangers. 
After lunch they moved on to Mexico to learn some dance moves. Then to India where they 
learned about Sangam and heard all about an older girls adventures traveling with Girl Guides. 
They also go to try their hand at a walking while carrying a water jug on their head. The last 
station was Switzerland. The girls got to make an adorable paper Swiss hat to wear and lean all 
about our Chalet and how some of these travel opportunities may be available to them when they 
are older. At the end we all gathered for a Grand Howl for all the Guiders that made the day 
possible and sent everyone home with a smile on their face.  

 

Lady Baden Powel Award Event  

● We will be soon be hosting a Celebration for all of the third year Guides completing their Lady 
Baden Powel Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



TRAINING 

 

2018 was a retrenchment year for the Training Team.   ATA Jenn Haines was in the position until 
April when she and her husband welcomed future Spark Victoria and Jenn went on leave. 

Through 2017 to the middle of 2018 there was an unprecedented spate of resignations-  retirements, 
reassignments, ill health and birthing of babies such that the training team shrank to less than half 
its former size.     By fall 2018, the veteran trainers Sheila Fowler, Araina Golding, Nancy Fischer, 
Brenda Fraser and 2017 addition Donna Wilner were all that were left.  We welcomed candidate 
Shirley Robertson who moved to SVI in the fall. 

With Brenda Fraser acting as ATA,  the Training Team put on mandatory trainings and a couple more 
as much as our reduced size could allow.   From September to December we did 2 Safe Guides 
(26 participants), 2 Financial Trainings , a New Guider training day (13 particpants) and OAL 
Basic and Residential  (11 participants). 

Brenda attended the Provincial ATA workshop in November to represent SVI. 

The Training team has great plans for 2019,   with a new ATA (thanks to Donna Wilner for stepping 
into the position)  and renewed direction and purpose. 

 

Submitted by Brenda Fraser for the SVI Training Team 

 

 

  



IMIS 

 

One of the biggest changes to iMIS and Member Support responsibilities and workload in recent years 
occurred with the launch of online registration in the spring. A new financial portal was created giving 
parents the ability to register their daughters in one unit and add their name to a waitlist in another, initiate 
transfers and cancellations, all through their family account. As Area iMIS specialists now have limited 
access to the part of the program that determines rosters and placements, our role has evolved as we 
now primarily liaise with the provincial office, Guiders and parents, redirect inquiries, provide reports and 
troubleshoot.  In a parallel and encouraging trend, the percentage of paper registrations continues to 
decrease, from 5.1% last year to 4.6%, an indicator that more and more parents are familiar and 
comfortable with the website.  

An ongoing challenge in 2018 was the sheer volume and breadth of the waitlist. By the end of September 
36 units were already at capacity, with over 100 girls hoping for spots in 25 of those units. This number 
skewed high compared to previous years and was somewhat misleading however, for as a general rule 
approximately a quarter of the girls on the waitlist at any one time had already secured a spot, but wished 
to retain their position in the queue for a more preferable placement. 

In a year over year comparison with the 2017-2018 census, our girl and youth numbers increased by 
almost 7%, from 1,303 to 1,399 and our adult members by 6.6% from 395 to 411.  Chatham continues to 
be the largest district in SVI by a healthy margin (262 girls and guiders), followed by Portage Inlet (198) 
Bay to Bay (176), Raven (168) and Harbours (158) and Straits (155) in an almost dead heat.  

Registration, record administration and membership are a team effort and thanks to you all Guiding in SVI 
continues to thrive. I would like to take this opportunity to recognize those Guiders and District 
Commissioners who worked so hard to get girls into units and to our indispensable and indefatigable Kay 
Smith, SVI Member Support and Waitlist Manager, who spent endless hours on the telephone reaching 
out to families to find places for waitlisted girls. Thanks largely to her efforts, between September and 
December 35 girls were accommodated.  

We would be lost without the hard work and patience of the Provincial iMIS Adviser, Sheralynne 
Muirhead, and the member records administrators at the provincial office, Steve Greenwood, Carol 
Thorbes, Lynn Murray and Tammy Smith with whom we are in almost daily communication. Thanks to 
Deb Buckle who jumped on board at the beginning of the year as Membership Adviser and brought her 
amazing organizational and communication skills to the position, which had sat unfilled for several years 
and to all area council members and advisers who pulled together to fill the gap left by the lack of an area 
commissioner team for the latter half of the year. Together we made things happen.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Gamey 

SVI iMIS Support 

 

  



PROPERTIES 

 

This year has been one of significant setbacks and significant achievements, with the properties team 
continually working to improve our properties for the benefit of SVI members.  

The most visually impressive improvement is to the McKevitt Lodge with the upgrades to the porch of the 
Lodge. This included bringing it up to code recommendations with the vertical spindles, reinforcement of 
the area under the bunk room and some other general repairs.  

Milnes Landing has had a newer 
energy efficient furnace installed 
and a new outdoor sink area 
created at the upper cabin. We 
are grateful to our new volunteer 
Randy Morris for doing the sink 
area, painting the lower cabin 
stairs and attending to some 
other repairs. 

 

Winter storms brought a tree down 
and damaged the mast on the 
upper cabin requiring replacement. 

Bowker Hall was fortunate to have 
Ric Fischer volunteer his labour 
and upgrade all the lights to LED, 
brightening up the hall. We also 
created an enclosed 
garbage/recycle area for our out of town visitors, as well as created a much need closet for storage of 
equipment in the hall. Rotten fascia board were replaced and some other repairs done. 

Jubilee had a bit of rough start to 2018 with some significant vandalism to the property on the opposite 
side of the road from our camping area. We became aware of huge amounts of dumping of rubbish and 
theft of 14 trees. This initially was extremely discouraging to our team, however once this incident became 
known in the Sooke community many volunteers stepped forward to remove this on our behalf. The 642 
Jeep club was amazing, providing the volunteers to collect the trash and taking the trash for disposal. SVI 
is hugely in their debt as this would have been a massive job for our volunteers or expensive if we had to 
hire for this job. 



 

We also hired a mason that repaired both chimneys in the panabodes as they were in need of some 
attention. 

 

 

 Guide House continues to be plagued with vandalism and behaviour that is undesirable in the down town 
area. SVI Council has voted to proceed with the sale of Guide house as the usage is down, and the Area 
has been subsidizing the property for some time. This will likely occur in 2019 as there are a number of 
steps to this process. 

The Properties team would like to encourage any interested members or family members that like 
projects, to contact us. SVI has been fortunate that past members have secured these properties for our 
use, we now must undertake the challenge of keeping our aging properties in good repair for our future 
members. 

Sheilagh Finnigan 

SVI Properties Chairperson 



Thank you to members of our Community for their support of Guiding 

Fischer Manpower; Mainroad South Island Contracting; Sooke Sweet and Pop Shoppe; 642 Jeep Club; 
RC Tire; Foggy Mountain Forge; Randy Morris 

  



SVI WEBSITE 

 

The SVI Area website provides up-to-date information for Guiders, parents and the general public on the 
activities and events which occur in the Greater Victoria region (Sooke to Sidney) with Girl Guides of 
Canada.  As webmasters, we strive to make changes as quickly as possible after new information is 
provided. 

 

● During the year, there were just over 9000 hits on the website for an average of 755 hits per month. 
The busiest time of the year for hits was September and October.  The busiest months for updates 
by the webmasters were January, May and November.  

● Several revisions this year, included a slight change to the Camp Availability page which now 
includes the Header for the columns.  The scroll capacity of Excel does not transfer to the website so 
Header information is repeated at the beginning of each month’s section.  Since we are relying on a 
third-party application, the spreadsheet is not always available. Users should be able to revisit the 
page in a few minutes. 

 



● A current page under COMMITTEES/Financial was enriched with a link to the Treasurer’s Treasure 
Box of forms for treasurers at the District level.  The Excel sheets in the Treasure Box makes their 
task much easier.  

● The new booking form on the CAMPING VENUE page has been very successful.  Thank you to all 
who worked to implement these changes.  

 

 

● We as webmasters are always looking for photos of girls in action to post on the website.  Please 
ensure that the girls have an IR1 completed, just like these Guider immersed in paperwork. 

● The website has a Mobile View function so users can access the pages from their phones.  The 
formatting is not quite the same as seen on computers but important information is available by 
scrolling down.  

 

● SVI Area pays for the use 
of our domain 
(www.svigirlguides.ca) 
and the WIX platform for 
editing the material.  

http://www.svigirlguides.ca/


  

Respectfully submitted by Jeannie Cosgrove and Sara Kissinger 

SVI Area Webmasters 

 

 

 

 

  



CAMAS DISTRICT 

 

Camas District had a challenging year of growth and development, but some exciting things certainly 
happened this year!  

Some highlights included  

● Developing the skills of many young leaders, some which are entering their first year of guiding.  
● A focus on camping and skills at all levels. All my units did 

one or more camps, some up to 3-4.  
● Our very tiny Pathfinder Unit pulling together to have the 

girls complete their Canada Cord this year.  
● Having one of our youngest and most enthusiastic leaders 

(thank you Heidi) plan and successfully 
complete our first District Camp in 3 years! 
This included a visit from the fire 
department and many fire related activities to 
earn an elements challenge badge. This 
also gives us programming for more future 
District camp ideas! Some pictures are 
attached.  

● Quorum participation in every 
district meeting we have held.  

● A small but successful year end 
carnival themed district advancement. 
Other unit advancements are still to come.  

● Unfortunately as District 
Commissioner I am stepping down to spend time with my 
baby due in August, and we don’t have any replacements to 
keep the momentum going. Hopefully the District can come 
together and share duties, they’re young and enthusiasm 
can only go so far, but I believe they can make a difference. I 
am truly the lucky one to have spent a year of Guiding with 
this Camas team.  

 

 

  

  

 

  



 

  



CHATHAM DISTRICT 

 

Membership: We have 204 girls registered in our district with more on the waitlist hoping for a spot in 
guiding. We have 2 spark units, 2 brownie units, 3 guide units, 1 pathfinder unit, 1 ranger and 1 trex unit 
(1st Emily Carr Trex joined us this year). 

Training: We had Colleen McKenna join our first district 
meeting of the year to answer questions about the Girls First 
program and provide guiders with ways to access support in 
the transition. One of our Spark & Brownie Guiders attended 
‘Rainbows and Toadstools Super Spark and Brownie Guider’ 
training in Vancouver and quite enjoyed it. Some of our 
Guiders are scheduled to complete the basic tandem canoe 
course on June 15th. Steph attended the District 
Commissioner training in Vancouver. Guiders have also 
updated their first aid.  

Cookies: We owe a huge 
thank you to Daphne (and 
her husband Derek) for 
continuing to be our district 
cookie handlers - everything 
from ordering cookies, 
receiving cookies, handing 
them off to units, putting us 
on the cookie map and ordering the cookie days crests is all done by 
Daphne.  

We had several successful weekends selling on Oak Bay Ave. again this 
year along with a few units selling outside of Save On Foods and door to 
door.  

Camping: All of our 
units enjoyed at 
least one sleepover 
or camp this year - 
with many having 
more camping 

opportunities.  
 
Service: 8th Victoria Brownies & 4th Victoria Guides 
sang at Oak Bay Lodge over the holiday season. 4th 
Victoria Guides made bath salts to be sold by 
Shelbourne Community Kitchen.  

 



 

District Events: Happy 
Hearts was an event for all 
Sparks and Brownies in our 
district and was funded by 
the money donated in to our 
3rd Victoria Sparks unit to 
honour Chloe Berry - a spark 
in our district and her sister. 
After much discussion of 
how to use the funds, it was 
decided that the best way to 
honour such kind spirits who 
truly embodied what it meant 
to be a Spark was to hold an 
event to spread the love and 
joy of Guiding along with the 
magic of Sparks & Brownies.  

 

Our Rangers held a Brownie Camp Skills event at 
Kingswood which was a great success.  

Brownies & Guides are planning to go Dragon Boat 
Paddling together before the end of this year.  

Highlights: Our 4th Victoria Guides joined a guide unit from Sooke for a tour of the courthouse and a fun 
mock trial based on Zootopia. We’ve enjoyed many speakers from the UVic speakers bureau including a 
visit to the observatory. Brownie Revel was attended. Canada Cord has been earned by 4 pathfinders 
and the Chief Commissioner’s Gold Award by 4 rangers long with 3rd year guides earning their Lady 
Baden Powell Award. Units have already begun discussing plans to attend SOAR.  



 

PACIFIC SKIES DISTRICT 

 

Through 2018, Pacific Skies District grew through the girls’ development of new 
abilities and skills, learning about their environment, themselves and each other 
and just general fun. With every year, Pacific Skies District membership continues to 
grow, with approximately 117 girls and 23 Guiders at the end of 2018.  

All of the units in 
Pacific Skies District held several sleepover 
nights and/or camping weekends. In 2018, 
sleepovers and camps were held at Guide 
House, Bowker Hall, Kingswood, Milnes 
Landing and Jubilee campsites. The 
Pathfinder unit bridged with another 
Pathfinder unit from Vancouver, touring 
downtown Victoria and the Royal BC 
Museum.  Our Guide units jointly participated 
in a Gardening Program at the Horticultural 
Centre of the Pacific (HCP) Gardens and 

went swimming at the Oak Bay Rec Centre.  Our Sparks and Brownies units participated in a sleepover at 
Butterfly World. Pacific Skies District also held a District Camp (including Advancement) at Pacific Shores 
Area’s Camp Cr eina in June to finish the Guiding year.  

Seven of our Guides participated in 
the Camp Skills “Just Gotta Camp” 
Area Camping event in the spring at 
Camp Jubilee, and a patrol of four 
Pathfinders travelled to Vancouver 
BC to participate in the Pathfinder 
Summit in October.  Several of our 
Sparks participated in Area’s Spark 
Spree in April. Four of our Guiders 
travelled to Vancouver for BC’s 
Guiding Conference in October. 
Both the Pathfinders and the 
Guiders were able to visit the new 
Guide House location in North Vancouver as part of the program.  A few of our Pathfinders and Rangers 
attended the Governor General’s visit in March. 

Program work in Pacific Skies District in 2018 has 
covered everything from camping skills to 
community service work to First Aid to learning 
about Guiding’s history.  Some of the activities our 
Girls and Guiders have been involved in are 
community visits to local businesses, the View 



Royal Fire Hall and the compassionate warehouse; visits to local parks where they hiked and had 
campfires; writing short stories, kickboxing; learning the basics of First Aid, STEM activities, creating art, 
sculptures and music; and learning about our world and the people in it. Our Guide units communicated 
with pen pals from the Falkland Islands and played the MIAB “Game of Life” bu Quebec Council, and 
loved it.  Some of the challenges completed in our units include the Prairie Rose Chocolate Challenge, 
Ocean Aware Challenge, Be You Challenge, the New Zealand portion of Zoe’s Trek Challenge and the 
Provincial Camping Challenge - Sun Up to Sun Down. 

Pacific Skies District held a district event for Thinking Day at Goldstream Provincial Park, participating in 
their Survivor Naturalist program.  We held a District Skating event at the Juan de Fuca Westshore Rec 
Centre’s Winter Wonderland skating rink in December. 

Pacific Skies District also helped out our community by participating in various service projects. Our 
district as a whole holds our Spirit of Giving event every December, creating gifts and crafts for various 
groups in our community such as the Frederic Ozanham Society through St Vincent de Paul, Alexander 
Mackie Lodge and WildARC and collected and donated items for the Women’s Transition House and the 
Sobering Centre.  Our Guide units collected and assembled items to be sent to children in Uganda 
through Disaster Aid Canada and service work for WildARC.  Pacific Skies District also attended the 
Remembrance Day ceremonies at Royal Roads University and laid a wreath in remembrance at the 
cenotaph.  

One Guide earned her Lady Baden 
Powell award, six of our 
Pathfinders earned their Canada 
Cord award and two Rangers 
earned their Chief Commissioner 
Gold award in 2018. 

2018 for Pacific Skies District was 
full of girl greatness. 

 

 

 

  



WOODWYN DISTRICT 

 

The first Woodwyn District 
event of 2018 was the Hike 
for Hunger and informative 

tour of the Saanich Peninsula Lion’s Food bank, held in February.  Over 
400 lbs. of food and supplies was collected to help local families in need.  

We were blessed with a beautiful 
sunny day and enthusiastic 
volunteers at our Shoreline Cleanup 
at Island View Beach in May. Due to 
an unfortunate double booking, it 
was a challenge to find our usual 
haul of debris – great news for the 
environment though, and time spent 
at the beach is never wasted. 

For the first time in many years we organized a district wide camp at Kingswood in April and selected 
Earth Day as our theme. A huge shout out to our District Commissioner Sharon Lohr who took on the role 



of responsible guider -   and created the schedule and did the lion’s share of the paperwork while on 
vacation in Mexico!  She is truly a wonder woman. The energy and enthusiasm level was high and the 
canoeing and geocaching options were particularly popular.   A guest speaker from SeaChange Marine 
Conservation Society shared her passion for the environment at the closing campfire. 
 

 

Kudos to one of our Pathfinders, who had to think quickly and act decisively when her 3rd year Pathfinder 
Fossil Camp plans had to be changed at very short notice. When the forest fire smoke made it unsafe and 
unhealthy to tent at Jubilee last August, she relocated to the Brentwood Bay Old School Hall, switched 
gears from outdoor to indoor activities, revised the schedule and menu and rebooked the guest speakers. 
It helps when your Mom is your Pathfinder Guider but well done Amy! 

 

Gillian Hurwood, Area Co-Commissioner, attended our year end potluck in June to make some very 
special and much appreciated award presentations.  Sharon Lohr received her richly deserved 
Commissioner Award (the second in her collection), and Carol Gamey, long time District Guider, was 
stunned and very touched when she was presented with  a Gold Merit award.  

 

In the absence of a district commissioner, we circulated a list of responsibilities and tasks associated with 
the position at our first district meeting in September. Many individuals stepped forward to take on 
different parts of the job but our efforts to fill that position are ongoing. 

 

 As with the start of every 
Guiding year, there were 
some challenges with 
gaps in leadership.   Our 
1st Woodwyn Brownie unit 
was in danger of closing 
for lack of leaders, but 
with the encouragement 
and support of our team 
of mentors, Sharon Lohr, 
Fiona Mosher and 



Laureen Dye, we got them successfully launched in November.   Thanks to Lynda Ireland, who took over 
2nd Woodwyn Sparks in September and was initially concerned she would be running the unit single 
handed.  With her characteristic efficiency by year’s end she has a team of three new Guiders under her 
wing.   Unfortunately we were unable to open a Woodwyn Ranger unit as planned but have high hopes 
that we will be able to provide this opportunity in the fall of 2019. Guider Kris Walker thought outside the 
box and posted notices on the Camosun and UVIC websites looking for adult volunteers and connected 
with Jessica Tegart, who has joined us as a Guider with 2nd Woodwyn Brownies. 

In one of many bridging events and camps this year, 1st Woodwyn Sparks hosted a Halloween event for 
their sparkly, scary and smiling friends in 2nd Woodwyn Sparks. 

On November 11th we had an excellent turnout of girls and guiders to the official dedication of the new 
Central Saanich cenotaph in Pioneer Park at the annual Remembrance Day service. One of our 
Pathfinders, Paige Hoffmann, was selected to give a reading, and afterwards the district and the 
municipality hosted a reception for the public in the Old School Hall in Brentwood Bay, where most of our 
units meet. 

 On the international front, Woodwyn District Guider and Lamplighter editor Danita Duguay was chosen 
as a participant in the Cultural Programme for WAGGS at our 5th World Centre, held this year in Kusafiri, 
Uganda. In her letter of thanks to the district and area, she described her experience as life-altering. Two 
of our Pathfinders were chosen for international travel next summer, Amy Bussanich to Costa Rica and 
Quinna Young to London, England.  

The final District event of the year was the Winter Wonderland Woodwyn District family skate, held 
annually at Panorama Recreation Center in late December. We invited our Sisters in Guiding in Peninsula 
Shores to join us and had an excellent turnout for such a busy time of year. Thanks to BJ’s Bakery for 
supplying the sweet treats.  

  

As the year came to a close we had much to 
be thankful for in our district. We have a 
home of our own at the Brentwood Bay Old 
School Hall, an amazing, hardworking and 
dedicated crew of new and seasoned 
guiders who continue to find unique and 
inventive ways to keep the girls engaged, 
active and involved while at the same time 
completing a broad range of  program 
requirements and challenges. The hunt for a 
new DC continues…. 

 

 

  



LAKES DISTRICT 

 

With over 100 girls and women in Lakes District spread over 7 units, we had amazing adventures this 
year. Piloting then diving in to the Girls First Program, helping each other to grasp the new way of 
delivering all the experiences girls are asking for while paying tribute to our history and traditions.  
Our Guiders wished some of their sisters So Long, Thank You, Welcome, and Welcome Back! Melinda, 
Cathrine, Bev, Lori, Ann, Jennifer... You always have a home in Lakes!  

Britt, Donna, Nicole, Ruby, April, Alison... your skills, energy, and enthusiasm are welcomed! 

District wide gatherings this year included Thinking Day with all participating in the Empower Challenge, 
Colour Me Heathy District Camp , and a Snow Holiday Concert. Our units were incredibly busy having fun 
and learning many new things, sometimes on their own and sometimes joining with sisters in other 
branches or other Districts as with the Hike for Hunger. The Vimy Ridge Candlelight Vigil and 
Remembrance Day saw girls standing and paying respect with youth from Scouting and Cadets in our 
community. 

Our units were busy too... 

1st Langford Sparks started 2018 off with a welcome back party after the 
winter break.  We held a meeting about Community and participated in 
the Hike for Hunger.  One of our favourite activities was taking part in our 
Districts World Thinking Day.  
 
In March we enrolled our 3 newest Sparks and went out into 
the community to play Glow Mini Golf. 

 
In April, some of us went to Spark Spree at Milnes Landing in Sooke BC.  
We sold lots of Spring cookies at Quality Foods.  
  

The Langford Fire Department hosted us for a tour, and many of us helped at our District 
Car Wash.  
 
May brought our Mothers Day Tea where the girls served their moms a treat. Moms 
received hand made soap the Sparks created.  We bridged with the 3rd Langford 
Brownies, joining in their meeting so the Sparks advancing could see what 

being a Brownie was all about.  
 
In June we had a year end party at Goldstream Park.  Our girls advancing took part in the 
District’s Unicorn themed Advancement Ceremony and we said So Long and Safe Travels 
but not Goodbye to our Emerald (Guider Ann Friesen).  
 
The second half of the 2018 year began with the Girls First Platform.  Our girls had fun picking what they 
wanted to plan throughout the year. This has proven great for getting to know our girls and what interests 
them. Using Girls First activities in Different Together for the girls to get to know one another and Money 
Sense when cookie time rolled around.  

Our girls decided on a theme and decorations for their enrollment.  Rainbows and 
unicorn theme was a huge success.  We welcomed new guider Saphire (Guider Britt) 
and Unit Helper Emerald (Ranger Emma)  

A scavenger hunt around our local Elementary had the girls 
outside having some free range time.  We paired up with a unit 



in Saskatchewan to do swaps with and made pen pal pictures for a unit in Edmonton. We 
sold our cookies so fast in the fall that we only did one day of the Cookie Blitz! 

In November some of our girls helped with the Poppy tables at the mall.  We also 
received the LEGO gift this month and really enjoyed that. 

December brought our Districts annual holiday concert which we had been prepping for in 
the weeks coming up to it.  We had lots of fun.  We ended 2018 with a holiday party. 

 

2nd Langford Sparks 

Successes have been many with this group of mostly first year girls. With 2 new Spark Guiders joioing a 
Novice there have been plenty of incredible ideas. Some of the parents have participated in the Girls First 
online. All girls have been actively participating in the new program with second year sparks transitioned 
into the program. Plenty of time is being spent in the outdoors and doing crafts. Puzzle time at the start of 
the meeting.  The Sparks have participated in the Empower Challenge for Thinking Day, Hike for Hunger, 
District Camp, Cookie Blitz x2 and the Holiday Concert. They have 
gone Geocaching and played at the parks in the neighbourhood. While 
absences have impacted some girls’ ability to complete program work, 
they are all quite enthusiastic about the traditions and especially the 
songs!  

Enrolment and other special events have been a source of fun and 
‘accidental program work’. Sparks left for the summer following a 
Goldminers day at Fort Rodd Hill. 

 

3rd Langford Brownie Annual Report 2018 

January- We attended Grizzlies hockey game, planned camp, did bedrolls & worked on program & 
badges as well as playing games & singing songs 
February - We went to camp at Milnes Landing, had a valentine's party, attended District Thinking Day 
event, went to Hike for Hunger & enjoyed the entertainment at the Legion along with all the other groups 
in attendance 
March - we worked on badges, helped at District bottle drive, talked about safety while selling cookies. 

April- We had guests come in to do woodworks badge & made bird house, attended cookie blitz, planned 
for camp as well as other badge work. 
May - We went to camp at Milne's Landing & had a great time, Sparks visited, Guides visited, planned 
advancement and finished of program work. We had lots of fun playing games & singing with the Sparks 
& Guides 
June-  We had a rainbow themed District advancement, attended District camp and had our final meeting 
until Sept. 
September- We welcomed a large group of new Brownies and had 7 girls return from the previous year. 
We also welcomed 2 new Guiders and 2 new helpers as well as a new Junior Leader. We attended 
cookie blitz, have played getting to know you games and talked about new program. 
October- We have done program work, crafts, games, songs and made plans for enrollment & Halloween 
party 
November- We did community service by helping the Legion with their annual poppy campaign, attended 
Remembrance Day service, held a Unicorn themed enrollment and practised for our District Christmas 
event. 



December- We had a sleepover in which almost everyone attended, went for a hike at Witty's Lagoon 
made lots of Christmas crafts, We also attended District Xmas event, went carolling with the Guides at 
Alexander Mackey Lodge, and had our Christmas party. 
 

1st Langford Guides 

While not a pilot unit for the new Girls First program, Guiders began in  the Guiding season in September 
with the girls scheduling a once a month planning and party night. Badge presentations, dress of choice, 
snacks, crafts and planning gave he girls a chance to do all the ‘fun stuff’ while unofficially being part of 
the shift to Girls First. Returning from holidays meant giggles and fun for our small but mighty unit.  

Girls attended Just Gotta Camp. We held a late enrolment at Goldstream, created and participated in a 
scavenger hunt. Invitation were made and delivered to Brownies to come for a visit and see what Guiding 
had to offer. Hikes were taken around Langford Lake, Thetis Lake and through 
Mount Work Park to discover flora and fauna. The Thetis hike was especially 
interesting as we happened to be there when a practice rescue brought out the full 
contingent of View Royal Fire Rescue Volunteers. District Camp was amaazing 
with the girls , a low ropes course, hat craft and rest station as well as an 
impromptu water fight after the first aid staff declared participating in rock climbing, 
archery, and taking on leadership roles without prompting!  

World Guiding, history and our place in it was planned by the girls. Girls badge tested 
for 13 interest badges in January alone!! Such keen Guides! We took a field trip to the 
Library to investigate different cultures’ folk tales. A guest was invited to speak about 
her time growing up in another country and to share some of her culture through folk 
stories , crafts and a display of textiles.  

Box oven cooking, camp stove use and care, and how to build a cooking fire, doll making, and semaphore 
were on the list of skills the girls chose. Many songs were added to the repertoire as well and they shared 
these new lyrics while taking short singing hikes around our meeting place neighbourhood. Knots night 
was a big hit with the girls eventually tying the guiders to the support poles in our meeting rooms and 
playing ‘trust me knot’. The First Aid badge was earned by most of the unit.  

Thinking Day was amazing. Our unit hosted the entire District this year to share some games and 
activities centered around healthy relationships and Empowerment. The Guides did all the presenting and 
running of the stations with Guiders from the other units in support.  

Cookie sales during the Blitz as well as in the community was a great chance to smile at members of our 
community and help those who needed our assistance. In honour of the Humbolt Broncos we had a 
jersey night and spoke about some of the challenges faced when hearing the tragic news.  

 

2nd Langford Guides Annual Report 

Jan - Girls did a Diversity Connections activity as part of the new program pilot where they talked about 
similarities and differences in their likes and dislikes and played a game about how some people may or 
may not have the money to buy certain resources and supplies needed for daily life.  
They also started working on creating a skit about Lord and Lady Baden Powell and how guiding and 
scouting started. We challenged girls to write their own poems or songs to say or sing in the skit. Two 
girls stepped up and wrote a song about how coming to guides makes her feel better even on her bad 
days.  



Feb/Mar - Girls finalized their skit and song and preformed it at the Alexander Mackie Lodge for the 
residents. They also had a small fashion show of old uniforms to show how they had changed over time.  
We attended the District Thinking Day night, Hike for Hunger and a district bottle drive for camp.  

Girls also did a cookie challenge sent to us as part of the new program. We did a jeopardy game about 
safety when selling cookies and created posters.  
April- We had an engineering student visit to do science experiments and talk about engineering and 
physics.  
We had another visit at the Alexander Mackie Lodge and played games with residents.  

We had a car wash fundraiser for our patrol heading to the Guiding Jubilee camp 

We went to camp at Kingswood on the Bill Reith site with the pathfinders. We worked on the forestry and 
astronomy and wildflowers badges. Girls went on a hike around beaver and elk lake.  
May - We had a couple of games nights, had brownies visit where we did the music fan badge. Brownies 
that joined our unit received the badge in the fall.  
We had a patrol of four girls and one guider attend the Guiding Jubilee camp in Langley. They had a great 
time with orienteering, crafts, canoeing, cooking challenges, an amazing race challenge , rock climbing 
and archery. It was a busy weekend!!! 
We also helped at the district car wash to fundraiser for camp.  

June - We took the girls bowling at Langford Lanes, attended the district advancement, district camp at 
Camp Pringle Nd had a fun night of games with the brownies.  
Our unit began the new season with 22 girls registered, a jump of 14 from last year!  

Jumping directly into the outdoors this year with a camp on the Thanksgiving weekend at Camp Barnard 
and had 18 girls attend. We included a Thanksgiving feast done as a mystery meal. Some girls got their 
dessert first with a spoon and a napkin, or got a drink with a napkin and carrots. Lots of laughs were had 
with the meal.  

With the new program we had the girls decide on which themes and areas to focus on based partly on 
what work our third years needed to finish. Girls decided on new patrol emblems and each week a 
different patrol was in charge of openings, a game, a song and closing. That patrol would also be the 
ones to read out any instructions of activities. 

Our girls continued to visit with residents at the Alexander Mackie Lodge this year for 5 visits. At our visits 
we made a Remembrance Day wreath and poppy crafts, sang Christmas carols, made Valentines Day 
crafts, sold cookies in April, and played games with the residents. 

At the Remembrance Day ceremony we attended at the Juan de Fuca cenotaph we had one of our girls 
read a poem she wrote and another read a Remembrance Day poem. 

Before Christmas we went to the movies with our girls and in the New Year a Victoria Grizzlies game 
where the guides and brownies got to sing O Canada at the start of the game. 

Our unit sold 70 cases of mint cookies!! 

 

1ST LAKES PATHFINDERS ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

1st Lakes Pathfinders have had a busy year.  We started the calendar year with three Guiders and eight 
Pathfinders. September saw us with two Guiders (due to an out-of-province move) and 10 Pathfinders. 
We completed numerous program activities under the old program.  We’ve jumped right into the new 



program, even with its challenges, completing numerous Activities under several Topics: Our Story, Spirit 
of Guiding, Gender Power and Money Sense, as well as others.  Our Unit is integrated with Juan de Fuca 
Rangers and have all our meetings, camps, etc, are “bridging” events! 

Our Unit participated in several Lakes District events, many of which also saw us active in our community. 
Starting with our annual District Thinking Day event in February, we also had girls attend the Westshore 
Hike for Hunger, a District Camp “Colour Me Healthy Challenge” at Camp Pringle in June, two District 
cookie days and our annual “Christmas Concert” for family and friends.  

We volunteered at the poppy tables at the Westshore Towne Centre for the Royal Canadian Legion and 
attended Remembrance Day ceremonies in Langford, Grizzlies hockey Guide/Scout night with other 
Lakes District units and the District Advancement and weenie roast at Goldstream Park. 

We’ve been enthusiastic to participate in SVI Area run camps and events.  We attended Cupcakes and 
Candles at Camp Barnard in February and the ASA (Acoustics) Workshop at the Victoria Conference 
Centre in November.  We were disappointed that the SVI Amazing Race was cancelled! 

We had tons of fun at Unit camps at Kingswood in April and Camp Barnard in November, enjoying our 
long hikes and completing lots of program work. 

Lastly, our girls have volunteered in our community serving at teas and singing Christmas Carols at the 
Priory.  We’ve been out-and-about, swimming at Juan de Fuca Rec Centre, attended a self-guided Ghost 
Walk downtown for Hallowe’en and “The Nutcracker” movie and exchanged gifts at Christmas.  

 

JUAN DE FUCA RANGERS ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

Juan de Fuca Rangers have had a busy year.  We started the calendar year with two Guiders and one 
Ranger. September saw us with one Guider (due to an out-of-province move) and two Rangers.  We 
completed numerous program activities under the old program.  We’ve jumped right into the new 
program, even with its challenges, completing numerous Activities under several Topics: Our Story, Spirit 
of Guiding, Gender Power and Money Sense, as well as others.  Our Unit is integrated with 1st Lakes 
Pathfinders and have all our meetings, camps, etc, are “bridging” events! 

Our Unit participated in several Lakes District events, many of which also saw us active in our community. 
Starting with our annual District Thinking Day event in February, we also had girls attend the Westshore 
Hike for Hunger, a District Camp “Colour Me Healthy Challenge” at Camp Pringle in June, two District 
cookie days and our annual “Christmas Concert” for family and friends, volunteered selling poppies at the 
Westshore Towne Centre for the Royal Canadian Legion and attended Remembrance Day ceremonies in 
Langford, Grizzlies hockey Guide/Scout night with other Lakes District units and the District Advancement 
and weenie roast at Goldstream Park. 

We had tons of fun at Unit camps at Kingswood in April and Camp Barnard in November, enjoying our 
long hikes and completing lots of program work. 

Lastly, our girls have volunteered in our community serving at teas and singing Christmas Carols at the 
Priory.  We’ve been out-and-about, swimming at Juan de Fuca Rec Centre, attended a self-guided Ghost 
Walk downtown for Hallowe’en, “The Nutcracker” movie and exchanged gifts at Christmas and the ASA 
(Acoustics) Workshop at the Victoria Conference Centre in November.  

 

  



STRAITS DISTRICT 

 

2018 was an exciting year that saw Straits District grow by two units, we added a new Spark unit and a 
Ranger unit in the fall. 

The winter saw our annual Thinking Day 
Dinner where we enjoyed pizza and veggies 
and the girl’s favorite tradition of cupcakes 
and a candle ceremony. The Pathfinders did 
a presentation of their week at SOAR 
showing the youngers girls the fun they have 
to look forward to.  Our Hike for Hunger was 
a success that saw the girls walk through the 
community to the Goldstream Food Bank 
where they dropped off the food they had 
collected. After a lunch of hot dogs and hot 
chocolate we were entertained by a group of 
competitive skippers who after their 
demonstration invited the girls to join them to 
learn some moves.  

In the Spring we had our annual carnival where money was raised for CWFF and food was collected for 
the Goldstream Food Bank. In April we showed our support of the Vimy Ridge veterans at the Vimy Ridge 
Candlelight tribute, the Guides served tea at the Langford Legion Spring Fling. The Pathfinders went to 
the mainland for a day a Science World and the next day a Hands Across the Border and Guides tr 
avelled up island for an adventure of mini-golf, bumper boats and friendships.  

Our District Advancement saw 53 girls 
advance to the next branch and three 
Pathfinders awarded with their Canada 
Cord. Adult awards and recognitions 
were handed out. Gold Thanks pins 
were presented to Tanya Ko and Julie 
Neill. Gold Unit Guider pins to Julie 
Neill and Meaghan Playle. Bronze Unit 
Guider pins to Ai Horton, Cassandra 
Herbert and Katie Longphee and New 
Guider Appreciation pins to Dulce 
Morales and Sarah McDonald. Three 
Guiders were recognized for 10 years 
of membership: Katie Longphee, Lori 
McMorran and Naomi Ridout. At the 
SVI AGM Cassandra Herbert received 
her 20-year membership pin and was 

awarded a Bronze Merit Award and Teresa Taylor was recognized for 35 years.  



The Fall got off to a busy start with the Guiders meeting for a day of baking making treats for the special 
needs day at the Luxton Fall Fair. A morning of corn shucking at Metchosin Day gave girls and leaders a 
chance to meet and reacquaint before unit meetings got started and Guides helped make apple pies at 
the Metchosin Apple Festival. In November we were busy with the poppy tables, attending and singing at 
the Remembrance Day ceremony and participating in the Westshore Town Centre Santa Parade where 
the Pathfinders went in early to fill helium balloons that were handed out during the parade. 

In December our Reindeer themed District Christmas Party gave us the opportunity to enroll two new 
Guiders. We then did reindeer crafts and played reindeer games to earn our Reindeer Challenge crest 
from the UK.  Guides and Sparks visited a seniors’ 
home where they delivered crafts they had made and 
sang songs with the residents. 

Our units also did many bridging events throughout the 
year such as the Haunted Trail the Pathfinders set up 
for the Guides, the Halloween party Brownies 
invited the Sparks to and Remembrance Day 
activities the Brownies did for Sparks 

Units has a busy year of camping with units 
camping at both upper and lower Milnes, McKevitt 
Lodge, Sidney Guide House, SVI Guide House, 
Goldstream Provincial Park, Camp Bernard and we 
finished off the Guiding year with a District Camp at 
Camp Pringle (Shawnigan Lake) where 92 girls and 16 
adults enjoyed swimming, canoeing, archery, wall 
climbing, team building activities and free time 
where girls of all ages played with each other 
making new friends. 

We had a busy year full of opportunities for the girls to explore, create and learn and look forward to 
providing more opportunities in 2019! 

 

Eva Herbert 
Straits District Commissioner 

 

  



RAVEN DISTRICT 

 

Camping and sleepovers are the best! There are so many fun themes happening but a couple that stood 
out this year were the Game of Life camp that the Pathfinders participated in – they were inspired by the 
role models that came to share and looking to the future at our Old Fashioned Fun District camp. We 
were able to include advancement and a Canada Cord presentation there so that the younger girls could 
share in the achievement. They learned that someday they might go on an ultimate Guiding Together 
adventure like one of our Rangers when she attended the Sydney Jamboree 2018 in Australia.  

We were having some challenges trying to 
wrap our heads around the new Girls First 
program but even when it wasn’t top of their 
minds the girls were engaged by many fun 
ways to learn new things. They 
experimented, created, connected, built 
skills, learned by doing and took care of 
themselves and others. Best of all were all 
the times branches joined together sharing 
meeting ideas and taking charge of 
organizing those meetings. We are 
encouraging a whole new generation of 
leaders. 

Our girls were out in the community often at local events like Buccaneer Days, serving refreshments after 
the Remembrance Day ceremony, visiting community members and some even had a rather unusual 
opportunity to sing the national anthem with Harlem Globetrotters. The most inspiring place to see the 
girls is when we they are doing service projects. We donated skipping ropes to the Compassionate 
Warehouse and visit them often to help get things ready to send overseas where needed. You can 
combine service and crafting did you know that? We made paper beads while learning from the 
Grandmothers of Africa and made bracelets to aid in Epilepsy Awareness. 

A large project tackled this year was cleaning 
out our equipment storage locker. It was good 
opportunity for new Guiders to see the 
resources we have. We have so many 
resources that they were spilling out of the 
cupboard. A clean sweep was done discarding 
some things that were no longer useful and 
making an inventory of what was left so that a 
catalogue could be produced. We couldn’t have 
done it without Norah and Shelby Thornton who 
organized us all to get it done. Our best 
resource is our leaders of course. 

Our leadership went through several changes this year. As always Guiders have other lives that 
sometimes conflict with their volunteering. Many dedicated individuals step in when that happens to make 
sure the girl program carries on until new Guiders can come on board. We were pleasantly surprised this 
year when those new guiders appeared shortly after we needed them. Our deputy Commissioner Sarah 
Sterry stepped down too and within a month Rene McCulloch stepped in to “see what it’s all about “. 



I want to send a big thank you to all our Guiders who give so much of their time and to their families who 
support them.  

  



PENINSULA SHORES DISTRICT 

 

District – We have had a good year at Peninsula Shores.  We were delighted to have Pender Island join 
us in our District, with 4 new Guiders!  We had 2 great District Cookie Blitzes and a Thinking Day event at 
the Hall. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Sidney Sparks – The 1st Sidney Sparks had a Mermaid themed enrolment – wearing the mermaid 
head bands we made, we’ve made leaf creatures, dream catchers, and had a sleepover at the Hall, a 
Halloween party, and made gingerbread houses at Christmas time. The Sparks have decided to 
concentrate on “Camping and the Great Outdoors”, “Being You”, and “Spirit of Guiding” from the new 
program.  We sold cookies at Norgarden 
and the Peninsula. 

 

 
1st Peninsula Sparks – We have done crafts, played Sparks under the blanket and other games. We had 
a mermaid themed enrolment. We went caroling at Sidney All Care, walked in the Christmas parade, and 
sold cookies at the Cookie Blitz. 

1st Peninsula Brownies – Went to visit Butchart Gardens at Christmas time – went to the snowflake ball, 
had a Science Sleepover at the Hall, and had a Halloween party.  We did a Pound Workout with a special 
guest, and did rock identification for the science badge.  We walked in the Remembrance Day parade. 



1st Sidney Guides –We spent a few meetings getting to know each other, and doing activities to help us 
learn the new programme. We taught the Guide Law, promise, handshake and motto. 
We then moved on to activities on the Code of Conduct, some crafts and planning and preparing for 
enrolment. We had our first sleepover on Oct 27th and did a beach clean up the morning after. Our girls 
were passionate and hard-working about cleaning the local beach! 
We had our enrolment (mystical creatures themed with fantastic unicorn horn headbands!)  

We had a Christmas Party and did the Amazing Race in Sidney. 

 

Peninsula Shores Multi-Branch Pathfinders and Rangers – We went camping at Arbutus backcountry 
site at Kingswood, learnt about back country camping skills. Spent a lot of time playing in the woods, and 
we drank a lot of hot chocolate.  Two Pathfinders earned their Canada Cord.  

We made cards and crafts for the holidays for the seniors 
at SHOAL centre.  

  

  

 
 

 

 

Pender Island Multi-Unit- 13 girls from Sparks to Rangers.  There are 4 brand new Guiders.  We have 
done lots of crafts, science projects, sewing projects.  Enrolment was Unicorn and Waterfall theme. We 
have done lots of cookie selling.   We had a sleepover at the Pender Island Community Hall (which is 
where we meet), and did some cooking and baking.  

  



PORTAGE DISTRICT 

 

The 1st Gorge View Sparks  have visited the police station and the fire hall, we have done tons of crazy 
science experiments, had a visit with a veteran and made Valentine's cards for veterans.  We had a 
magical fairy sleepover where we made houses for fairies at Bowker Hall.  We visited Butchart gardens to 
see their Christmas lights display.  We are looking forward to participating in the Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup, a visit from search and rescue for the hug a tree program and a painting day at fired 
up ceramics.  Sparks also really enjoyed our camp at Caleb Pike. 

Portage Inlet Sparks did a bridging sleepover with Bay to Bay and will do another day activity with them 
at the end of the year.  They have been busy earning many badges and having fun.  

1st Marigold Brownies In February we celebrated thinking day with a birthday party for all of us. We 
played games sang songs talked about the Baden Powells. We had a guiding tastic time!  In March we 
celebrated international women's day we read about Viola Desmond  talked about other strong women 
such as Emily Carr, Nellie McCloung, Roberta Bondar and a few others.   We talked about how it is 
important to stand up for ourselves but also for others as well being the change we want to see in our 
world.  Our group of girls loves to work on badges so we put aside 30 mins each meeting for this   They 
love to hear about the personal interest badges the other girls have done   We also play games both 
inside and outside and sing songs many times led by the brownies we do a craft most meetings.   We 
participated in group cookie sales with our district and we finally held our enrolment ceremony    We are 
participated n a pathfinder led camp skills day and camping over night as a unit bridging with the 
Pathfinders.  We are planning on attending the Rally in Nanaimo in May and   hopefully   We can plan 
another camp before year end.  

1st Portage Inlet Brownies,  Have gone on 2 camps, first one at Milnes(we were snowed out for our 
camp at Kingswood) they were spies and detectives, we found clues and solved mysteries. The second 
camp was at Bernard where they bridged with 27th Victoria Guides, we took on a baking challenge. The 
girls got to make their own cupcakes and decorate, we also got to use the oven for smores and foam hat 
crafts. They earned the Alberta STEM crest and really enjoyed blowing things up! Also found out that 
water isn’t very exciting when it comes to science experiments. They got to sculpt figures or bowls out of 
clay then paint them the following week. We did have some cracked clay but hot glue guns work great! 
The girls got to find out what makes a leader, how they can be different for everyone. We played some 
games showing them how to listen and how to show someone what to do without talking. 

This year, 23rd Victoria Guides jumped into the girls first program by having the girls take the lead at our 
meetings. Leading activities, planning activities, keeping time, leading horseshoe, and organizing 
campfire are all shared duties amongst the patrols. In September, we camped at jubilee in the canvas 
tents and became witches attending Ilvermorny, the North American version of hogwarts. Girls learned 
potions (slime), transfiguration (socks -> owls), divination and quidditch.  In October, the guides planned a 
spectacular Halloween party for the sparks and brownies in our district, complete with stations, prizes, 
and a costume runway.  In November we learned about the science of sound and attended a special 
event at at a conference led by the Acoustical Society of America and met many prominent female 
engineers who made soundscience fun! We also visited the local fire hall and learned about the career 
path of firefighting and safety in our daily lives.   In December we chilled out at camp Bernard for our rest 
and relaxation spa-themed camp. Girls enjoyed hiking followed by face masks and manicures. They 



embroidered their own face cloths.  Other highlights include the great shoreline cleanup and working 
towards the bc hiking challenge.  We have 5 girls who have earned their last Baden Powell award this 
year.  

27th Victoria Guides Have gone on 2 camps, first one at Kingswood with the 2nd Portage Inlet Rangers 
and second one at Barnard with 1st Portage Inlet Brownies They earned the Alberta STEM crest, had to 
make it harder for them as I found the challenge was made for younger girls. They made bath bombs, 
found out that it takes a long time for fudge to cool and really enjoyed building ramps and bridges for their 
marble to move across. They participated in the Pitch In program and we cleaned up our neighbourhood, 
along with Playfair park. They sewed their own double sided pillow, and worked with beads to make flags 
for their camp hats. 

1st  Portage Inlet Pathfinders Have been busy working on the Girls First Program.  Enjoyed a hosteling 
trip to Vancouver.  Participated in a bridging event with brownies and guides to teach them all about 
proper camp skills.  Also participated in the Iron Chef. 

2nd Portage Inlet Pathfinders  has a great group of 14 girls 

-Attended Discovery Camp in October at Jubilee. - Learned about the history and making of maple syrup 
and explored what it means to be Canadian. - Celebrated Veterans Week with a visit to Fort Rod Hill and 
had an active military member as a guest speaker. - Participated in the Saanich Remembrance Day 
Service - Learned about the National Film Board of Canada, explores their film offerings and watch 
several productions by Canadian producers. - Held a winter themed enrolment in December and made 
snowflakes and other winter decorations as a surprise for the Brownie sleepover. - Spent an evening 
playing games at the Board Game Cafe. - The girls requested a residential camp where we practiced 
some tent camp skills and did homework. - 3rd year girls took at 2 day First Aid course. - Celebrated 
Black History month, learned about Viola Desmond and the new $10 bill.  The girls then chose a famous 
Canadian woman and designed a bill around her. - Winter Camp at Hollyburn Chalet - snowshoeing, 
cross country skiing, sledding and playing cards.  The girls did a great job working together to get all the 
gear and food up to the cabin.   - Working with the other Pathfinder unit - 1st Portage Inlet Pathfinders - to 
plan a camp skills day event for Brownies and Guides.  The girls have planned the stations, peeped what 
they need, and will run the stations.  40 Brownies and Guides have registered to attend.   - 7 3rd Year 
girls will be earning their Canada Cord.  

Portage inlet Rangers had the exciting opportunity this year to do an exchange with a pathfinder unit in 
Toronto. In March, the pathfinders visited us over spring break. Our rangers showed them the west coast 
lifestyle, as we toured around Victoria and Vancouver island. The girls learned to surf and spot whales in 
Ucluelet, saw giant trees at cathedral grove, visited the goats in Coombs, explored China town in Victoria, 
had a tour of the legislature, and had a very personal tour of the First Nations exhibit at the Royal BC 
museum. In August, our group will be going to Toronto for the second half of the exchange.  The major 
service project our rangers have been working on this year is our variety show. With proceeds going to 
mustard seed (non perishable foods) and cwff (cash donations from bake sale), the girls have put 
extensive effort and planning into this fun evening with a wide variety of performers. Other highlights 
include planning and running the great shoreline cleanup, learning to crochet to make port pillows for 
cancer patients, and leading bridging activities with the guides.  We have 3 girls earning their gold 
commissioners/trailblazer award, 1 earning silver, 3 girls earning their cookie campaign award, and 9 
earning their service challenge.  



2nd Portage Inlet Rangers Have gone on 2 camps this year, first one at Lower Milnes, where they hiked 
to French beach and explored and moved wood for the camp into the shed.  Second one was at 
Kingswood with the 27th Victoria Guides, they taught them how to start fires safely and first aid tips. They 
served hot chocolate and soup to very cold people at our place, they were very grateful to receive it, we 
also handed out warm socks and gloves. Made dog treats for the spca, we delivered 3 dozen yummy 
peanut butter snacks. Planned and ran the bridging camp at Kingswood, they cooked all meals and 
showed the girls how to clean up after they were done. Got excepted for the YMCA Heritage Canada 
youth exchange, they have been planning what they will be doing in New Brunswick this summer from 
Aug 17-25 and baking pies to raise money. We have 8 girls earning their silver chief commissioner award 
and Service challenge award  

 

  



1ST VICTORIA TREFOIL GUILD 
 

We currently have 27 members in our Guild and are very active. Most of our members have been busy 
travelling, but between trips we have been busy in Victoria and Vancouver Island. 

Every year we host a Xmas luncheon and invite all the 
Trefoil Guild members from SVI. We have Pathfinders or 
Rangers that are planning trips in the near future, to cater 
our luncheon to earn much needed travel money.  

We also plan an event every spring and invite all the Trefoil 
Guilds on Vancouver Island to attend. This past year we held 
a fashion show where ladies from the Royal Victoria Fashion 
society dressed up in very old costumes. We provided the 
lunch and door prizes. We brought baby pictures of our 
members and had the guests try to guess who belonged to 
which picture.. 

To celebrate Thinking Day we held an International Pot luck and shared our travel memories.  

For service work some of our members made twiddle muffs for the patients with dementia, and donated 
them to care homes. Every year we have members that help out at the annual Broom Bash in Uplands 
park. We helped girls make nests out of wool for the birds at the Wildlife Refuge center. We made 
toques for the homeless .Some of our members pull ivy at Blueberry hill on a regular basis. We also 
planned a sewing bee event to be held in January as we are making curtains for Milnes, upper lodge. 

Camping: We hosted the annual Phyllis 
Dufton Camp that is open to all Trefoil 
Guilds on Vancouver Island from July 
30-Aug 2. This year we held the camp at 
Milnes and toured the Salt West factory, 
and the Art Show held annually at the 
Sooke Sea Parc center. We also toured a 
“metal works” where the owner 
demonstrated his welding artistic 
abilities. Some of our guests went 
swimming in the Sooke Pot holes, 
whereas, some of the members chose to 
hike. We also enjoyed a “Spa day” with 
facials and foot soaks.  

Some of our members attended the 
Trefoil Rendevous and some attended the “Gathering” held in the Maritimes. We had a guest at one of 
our meetings from Ossett, England.  

Some of our more “fit members” cycled to Mattick’s Farm and enjoyed lunch. We also did a hike to Tod 
Inlet and lunch at Sheilagh Finnigan’s. We toured the Parliament buildings and had a tour and tea. We 
also went to see the Gingerbread houses on display in December. We held a hike and wiener roast at 
Goldstream park with a tour of the Nature house.  



One of our members has a sailing boat and took some of our members to Sidney Spit for a picnic lunch. 
Some went on the Sidney ferry and met up with the group. 

We were invited and attended, the Last 
Bastion “Sock hop” in Nanaimo October 
18th where we played games, had lunch 
and a sing song. We attended the 
”Funseekers” New Year’s party on 
September 17th, where we had lunch and 
games and a sing song in Parksville. We 
also attended the Dogwood Trefoil 
Guild’s Halloween bash on October 29th 
in Chemainus. We dressed in costume 
and had a costume parade, a tea leaf 
reading lunch, and played games. 

We are sad to say we lost one of our 
active members to Cancer, Jill Croft on 
November 2. She will be missed! 

 

 

  



WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL TO THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT SVI GUIDING… 

 

 
Admirals Roofing  
Admirals Self Storage  
BC Aviation Museum  
Bill Plumb 
BJ’s Baker  
Bottle Depot Brentwood 
School Hall Society Butler 
Brothers Supplies Ltd.  
Butterfly Gardens  
Caleb Pike Heritage Park  
Camp Barnard  
Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess Mary's)  
Canadian Tire—Admirals / Langford  
Capital Iron  
Capital Regional District  
Central Saanich Fire Department  
Central Saanich Lions  
Church of the Advent  
City Centre Park  
City of Colwood  
City of Victoria  
Claude Jolivet—Vancouver Island Model 
Engineers  
Coast Capital Savings  
Coast Helicopter College  
Coastal Offices  
Colwood Childrens’ Hall  
Compassionate Resource Warehouse  
Cordova Bay United Church  
Country Grocer—Esquimalt Plaza  
District of Sooke  
Esquimalt Buccaneer Days  
Esquimalt Recreation Centre 
Esquimalt United Church  
Fairways Market—Westshore  
Fernwood Health and Performance  
Fernwood Neighbourhood Resource Group  
Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National  
    Historic Sites  
Four Seasons Musical Theatre  
Gee Dhaul, Coast Capital Savings  
Glentana Village Recreation Centre  
Goldstream Food Bank 
Goldstream Provincial Park  
Gordon United Church  
Greater Victoria Public Library— 
Central Saanich / Juan de Fuca 
Home Hardware, Sooke  

Jim Ralph  
KiSS FM  
Langford Legion  
Millstream Miniature Llama Farm  
Municipality of Saanich  
Olympic View Gold Club  
Pacific Sky Aviation  
Palladin Security  
Peninsula Co-op  
Peter Fuglem  
Quality Foods—Westshore  
Royal Bank of Canada, Sooke  
Royal Roads University  
Saanich Fair Society  
Saanich Historical Artifacts Society  
Save On Foods Memorial Centre  
School Districts 61, 62 and 63  
Shoppers Drug Mart, Sooke  
Sidney Lions’ Food Bank  
Sooke Home Hardware  
Sooke Pocket News  
Southern Vancouver Island Lions  
St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church St. 
Peter & St. Paul's Anglican Church 
Stantec Consulting Ltd.  
Thrifty Foods Floral Department  
Thrifty Foods—Admirals Walk / Central Saanich  
Toronto Dominion Bank  
Town of Smithers  
University of Victoria students  
Van City Credit Union  
Vancouver Island Mountain Centre  
Victoria Royals  
Victoria Royals Hockey  
View Royal Community Hall  
Village Foods, Sooke  
Vital Health Pharmacy  
Western Foods—Westshore  
Westshore Public Health Unit  
Westshore RCMP  
Westshore Recreation  
Westshore Town Centre Westshore 
U-Lock  
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